
 

First newsletter.  In photo President 
Lorna Hatherly nearest camera, 
Publicity Officer Sonia Frisic to right 
behind Lorna, Sonia’s daughter left 
front and Secretary Chesne Jones 
behind her.  
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Trial of Changes to Our Newsletter. 
Welcome to a trial of a monthly newsletter delivered prior to the monthly 
meeting wherever possible by e-mail. 
 
Our first garden club newsletter was published in October 2002 as a means 
of disseminating to our members brief details of the large number of 
garden festivals, open gardens and similar events we were receiving 
publicity about. By the next issue it had become the channel by which 
members were kept informed of garden club activities etc. Nearly fifteen 
years later it is still being published quarterly with very little change.   
 
There have been indications that change may be beneficial.  For some 
time, more than 20 printed copies of the newsletter have been posted to 
members who had not attended the March, June, September and December 
meetings when the newsletter was published. There has been a favourable 
response and positive comments regarding the notices sent to members 
regarding recent garden club activities. Following the discussion of plant 
related topics at the June meeting there have been suggestions that there 
should be more of this at meetings and possibly included in the newsletter.  
A member, Jill Storrie, has submitted an article about her garden in 4 
episodes for the newsletter the first of which is published herewith.   
 
This is the first issue in a six months trial of publishing the newsletter 
monthly.  Where possible it will be delivered electronically to those 
members having a private email address.  Those members who do not have 
access to e-mail will continue to receive a printed copy in the mail. The 
newsletter will be available from our garden club web site. 
 
Hopefully members will find the A4 portrait format more user friendly 
than the folded B5 format used previously, particularly if they wish to print 
a copy.  The drawing of a Flannel Flower in the banner on the front page 
has been replaced with a photo of a Lachlan Macquarie Rose. (I will  try 
a bit harder to get a photo of an Elizabeth Macquarie Iris this year.) 
 
Your comments, suggestions and particularly your contributions to the 
content would be appreciated. 
 
John Jones , Editor 

6th July Meeting 
Mirva Crinnion 

Mr Fothergill’s Seeds Pty Ltd 
 

After giving us an amazing opportunity to purchase bulbs at bargain prices at our May meeting we will have at our 
July meeting, Mirva Crinnion who  will tell us about Mr Fothergills and their range of seeds, bulbs and garden 
products and how to grow and use these.  It is likely some seeds and other products will be available.  So come 
along to be inspired and hopefully go home prepared to do something about it.  
  

Heralding Spring - Acacia 
implexa 
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Bus Trip 

Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan 
Tuesday 29th August 2017 

Cost $16.50 per person (no refunds unless bus is cancelled) 
Bring Your Own Refreshments and Picnic Lunch 
Bus departs    
Windsor George Street opposite Bowling Club at 9.00 am 
Richmond Francis Street outside Richmond Club at 9.20 a.m. 
Return departs Botanic Garden at 2.00 pm 
Bookings with full payment to John Jones by Friday 25 August 2017 
  

Macquarie Towns Garden Club Inc. 
President   Ann Chilman  4577 3623 annchilman@hotmail.com 
Vice President  Elaine Greentree  4572 1547 
Secretary   Susan Fennelly  4575 4095 susanmfennelly@gmail.com 
Treasurer   John Jones  4579 6061 johnnchesne@bigpond.com 
Members   Pat Berry  4573 1532 
   Louise Johnson  4588 5717 
   Sue Robertson  9679 1161 
Afternoon Tea Malcolm Tidman 
  

Annual General Meeting 
3rd August 2017 

 The annual general meeting is not just where we look back over the past year but more importantly look forward 
by electing the committee to control and manage the affairs of our garden club for the forthcoming twelve months. 
The committee comprises the four office bearers and three ordinary committee members. The current occupants of 
these positions are listed above.  Some of these people have indicated that they do not wish to stand again.  You 
can probably contribute greatly as a member of the team planning our meetings, outings and other events. So give 
some serious thought to nominating. 
  

Membership Fees Due 
 Annual Membership fees ($10.00) are due on or before 30th June 2017. Under Rule 4(d) a member who fails to 
pay the annual membership fee within 3 months after it becomes due ceases to be a member. (The only exception 
is new members who joined on or after 1st April 2017.  Their renewal will be due on or before 30th June 2018.) 
  
Please pay our Treasurer John Jones who will happily give you a receipt. 
  

    

  
  
 

HOME MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 
ABN 62 077 367 205 

ALMOST ANYTHING THAT NEEDS DOING IN AND AROUND THE HOME 
Phil Conn     0408 819 069  or  02 4572 1001 

Small jobs a speciality 
PO Box 3095 Grose Vale 2753 

  



New Pastures!   

The first of a series of four articles by Jill Storrie 

Four years ago, my husband and I moved from sandy acreage at Glenorie to a town block in clayey Wilberforce. My 
main challenge in the past had been rabbits and heat – it’s now clay and heat!  

I’ve left behind established large liquidambars, lemon scented gums, lovingly tended camellia japonicas, mature wisteria 
draped across our pergola, a stunning Chinese tallowwood and a lovely Chinese pistachio, a new Nyssa sylvatica, and 
fully grown showy azaleas, all of which I was sad to leave. All planted enthusiastically by me in younger, fitter days! 

In contrast, our new place on 1000 square metres had a lovely courtyard with established camellia sasanquas and 
gardenia Florida, with more of both in a small garden at the back of the house. Just what I would have planted myself! 
We look out over Wilberforce Park with its massive bunya pines, avenues of small crepe myrtles, and magnificent old 
gums, so the problem trees all belong to someone else! 

I had two main issues - how to tackle the heat, and how to deal with some problem plants. Notably, out the front we had 
a handsome established Murraya hedge, and mop top murrayas planted near the front of the house, in whiffing distance 
of our bedroom window! Welcome to the Sinus Express! I also wanted to gradually put my own stamp on our new 
garden. 

First things First 

Out the back we had an interesting plant choice bordering the steps that lead down to the pool: mature cycads, worth 
around $150 each, but with savage fronds just on eye level for grandchildren. To top it off, they were growing in bricked-
in, metre high brick ‘boxes’ on either side of the steps. 

    Right down the back we had three tall palm trees dropping their 
seeds, and calling out a welcome to all local bats. Adjoining a 
passage way that perfectly houses our trailer was yet another 
palm, with long, vicious spikes. 

The palms were high on the list to go – and we sensibly hired 
experts. The back fence has a mature large-leafed photinia 
hedge as a screen, but the palms going left big holes. I planted 
a few more photinias, which are only now bridging the gaps. I 
gleefully planted a lime tree in the back corner, which is now 
bearing well, and filling out the back corner, maybe too well! 

Now for the cycads: the 
exciting drama of How We 

Removed the Cycad has become part of our family folk lore. Two old friends came 
to help us with the first half of the project: a metre high, metre wide bricked ‘box’ 
with a mature cycad, planted in dry heavy clay.  

Moving house had aggravated the arthritis in my knee, and I was not much use apart 
from cups of tea and sympathy. My friend Val, armed with a small hand spade (!), 
scampered around the husbands, who used steel pikes, crowbars, levers, fulcrums 
and blood sweat and tears to prise the #@*!! Thing out! Eventually part of the pool 
fence was removed, and out came the big guns – a jack, and a steel cable attached 
to the 4 wheel drive troopie. 

After four long hours, we felt a great sense of triumph as the monstrous thing finally 
gave way. It now lives happily at Galston and has successfully given birth to the 
weird centre thing that they do. Cont.Page 4→ 
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I learned three things from this operation:  

 Firsstly, heavily soak the soil / clay around any plant you wish 
to remove.  
 Secondly, pay someone without a heart condition to dig out 
plants growing in tricky positions. (He only took half an hour!) 
 Thirdly, have a stab at why they planted such a thing in the 
first place! Turns out it was to keep the summer time heat off our tiled 
back verandah!  

Next issue - Tackling the heat 

 

Gardening Superstitions from Louise 
1.Scatter Solomon's seal on the floor to banish serpents and venomous creatures from the room 

2. Clover protects human beings and animals from the spell of magicians and the wiles of fairies, and brings good luck 
to those who keep it in the house 

 

August 3 Annual General Meeting 

August 29 Bus Trip to Australian Botanic Garden, Mount Annan.  For details see page2.  

September 7 Peta Trahar 

October 5 Barbara Levy – Irises. 

October 31 Visit to Barbara Levy’s garden 10.00 a m. 

November 2 Flower Show 

December 1 Christmas Luncheon – Venue to be announced 

 

McGrath’s Hill Florist 
Specialising in Weddings, Roses always available, 

Arrangements, Gift baskets, Helium Balloons, Bouquets 
Open 364½ Days a Year 

8 am to 7 pm Mon - Sat 9 am - 5 pm Sun & Public Hols 
All major credit cards accepted over the phone 

Local Deliveries (7 Days)  Worldwide Deliveries (Interflora) 
Paul & Elizabeth Fraser 

Peppertree Centre     3A/211 Windsor Road, McGraths Hill 2756 
Phone (02) 4577 5863 www.mcgrathshillflorist.com.au Fax (02) 4587 8663 

  

Macquarie Towns Garden Club Calendar 2017 
Some speakers, subjects and venues may be changed 

We meet at 2.00 pm in the John Tebbutt Room, Deerubbin Centre, 300 George Street, Windsor unless otherwise stated 
Visit our Website:http://macquarietownsgardenclub.wordpress.com   

Macquarie Towns Garden News 
July 2017   Page 4 


