
The Dandenongs – Jill Storrie 
In late November we visited Mt Dandenong, and this time we made it, as friends drove us there. The last time (before 
Google Maps) we were very ignorant, driving though Melbourne late on a Friday afternoon in heavy traffic, thinking 
we’d stay overnight in the Dandenongs, only to end up weary and confused in Dandenong – thankfully, quite a contrast 
this time! 
The gardens were just mid to late with their spring show, but the rhododendrons were still amazing! What was even 
more amazing was this well-clipped bank of pyrethrum daisies in all their glory! 
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Stop Press! 
Open Day Now in September 

 
The Committee convened after our last meeting to discuss moving the Open Day, which is run in conjunction with 
Hawkesbury Library, from the usual day in April. The main reason has been because we were unable to access the 
Library’s wonderful email mailout and the printed What’s On, which has done such a great job of promoting the 
event. After much discussion, it was agreed to move the Open Day to September 6. 
 
The advantages are many – more time to propagate healthy happy plants after the heat and humidity of summer, 
cooler weather to carry out all the physical tasks of setting up, and a public potentially more in the mood for 
gardening!  
We will now have plenty of time for propagation, digging out old garden magazines to sell on the day and cooler 
weather to look forward to for our event. Happy propagating! 

 

Meeting 1st March 2018 

Mirva Crinion 
Mr Fothergill’s Seeds, Bulbs & Garden Accessories 

Learn about the range of products including those that may be only available from specialist garden stores or directly 
from the company.  There may also be some bargains. 
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Financial Statement for November 2017 – February 2018 
 

Balance as at 1st November 2017       4577.28 
Income  
GCA Calendars     120.00 
Trading Table       69.25 
Christmas Luncheon    400.00 
Our Gardens Magazine       60.00 
Advertising       80.00 
Memberships       30.00 
Raffle        62.00 
Afternoon Tea       16.50     837.75  
           5415.03 
Expenditure    
 
Christmas Luncheon    443.50 
GCA Affiliation       75.00 
GCA Our Gardens     105.00 
GCA Calendars       150.00     773.50  
      
Balance as at 28th February 2017      4774.63 

This financial statement is published to correct several errors that have arisen and caused the financial statements 
over the period to be incorrect.  Most of these have arisen from direct debit transactions as the bank issues 
printed bank statements three-monthly.  The bank has now given the Treasurer read only on line access to our 
garden club account and this information can be checked at any time. 
 

Flowers of the Month and Their Meanings British Style  
by Louise Johnson 

Month Flower Symbolisation 
January Carnation Love, fascination, distinction 
February Violet / Iris Faithfulness, wisdom, hope. Violets always convey the meaning that you will 

always be true. Violets not only come in shades of purple which is what most people 
commonly think but also of white. 

March Daffodils Synonymous with Spring as it is the epitome of rebirth and new beginnings. 
April Sweet Pea / 

Daisy 
Love, youth and purity. The daisy conveys innocence and there are five common 
types. 

May Lily of the 
Valley 

Love and appreciation, while other meanings depend on each colour.  The meanings 
of Lily of the Valley vary from passion, beauty and perfection.  The meaning 
depends on the colour. 

June Rose Humility, chastity and sweetness.  Sweetly scented, this flower also signifies a 
return to happiness.  

July Larkspur Levity and lightness. Its natural beauty comes in gentle hues with refreshing 
fragrance.  There are different meanings for each colour.  Pink denotes contrariness, 
white expresses a happy nature, and a first love is usually symbolised by purple. 
Strong bonds of love are represented by the Larkspur.     

August Gladiolus Strength of character, mortal integrity, remembrance, infatuation, honour.  This 
long-lasting flower comes in a variety of colours like pink, red, purple, yellow, 
orange, white and green.  

September Aster/ Myosotis Patience, daintiness, and remembrance.  This flower conveys deep emotional love 
and affection. 

October Marigold Warm, fierce.  They exemplify elegance and devotion.  
November Chrysanthemum  Compassion, friendship, joy.  Chrysanthemums have different meanings. Red is for 

love, white means innocence and yellow denotes unrequited love.   
December Poinsettia Good cheer, success.  The Poinsettia comes in three colours red, white and pink. 

“You are the Special One” is the message it sends. 
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Invitation From 
Hawkesbury District Orchid Society 

 
On behalf of our Club, I would like to invite your members to join us at our next general meeting. 
 

We have arranged for Steve Falconi from Organic Crop Protectants (OCP) to come along as our guest speaker, 
to speak to us about their eco-organic product range in growing our gardens. We will have some of the 
products as raffle and lucky door prizes, and the products will be available for sale on the night. I will attach 
the product price list (it is not necessary to purchase in pack quantity). 
 

The meeting will be held at the North Richmond Community Centre, 33 William Street, North Richmond, on 
Monday 12th March 2018, 7.45 for 8pm start. 
 

Please contact me by email or phone (0412 790 642) if you have any queries, and we would like an idea of 
numbers by Friday 9th March. 
 

Regards, 
Diane Sherrington 
 
Please Note  - Steve Falconi was guest speaker at our February 2016 meeting.  If you wish to attend please 
inform Jill Storrie so that she can inform the Hawkesbury District Orchid Society by 9th March.  Copies of 
the product list will be at our March meeting 
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Macquarie Towns Garden Club 
Minutes of Committee Meeting Held on Thursday 1st February 2018 

At “Tebbutt Room”, Deerubbin Centre, George St. Windsor 
 
Present:            Ann Chilman, Judy Rosier, John Jones, Jill Storrie, Susan Fennelly,   Berry, Louise Johnson, Sue 
Robertson 
Commenced:   1.00 pm 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Blue Mountains Garden Club Zone  

Correspondence received asking for details of Office Holders. Chairman John Parsonage would like to visit in his role 
as Co-ordinator. Jill to send email inviting to attend at any time.   

Tebbutt Room Bookings 

Letter received from Library confirming bookings for 2018 

Calendar for 2018 

• May meeting – Sue Robertson to invite a florist from McGraths Hill Florist as a guest speaker. 
• July Meeting – Judy Rosier to see whether someone from Camellia Grove can be guest speaker. 
• October Meeting – the meeting decided on ‘Bring One Take One’. 

The November meeting is still requiring a speaker.  

Outings for 2018 on 5th Tuesday of the month 

Louise spoke about proposed outings for the year and will confirm when the venues are finalised.  

At the moment, unconfirmed, they are as follows:  

Tuesday 29 May  Ebenezer Church at 10am, own transport 

Tuesday 31 July  Rookwood Cemetery, Peppercorn Bus, times to be advised 

Tuesday 30 October  Penrith Regional Gallery and Lewers Bequest 
Garden and Art Collection 

     86 River Road, Emu Plains  
     Meet 10am, café on site, own transport 
 

Louise commented that it is nice to have a meeting at the home of a Member. In September the meeting will be at the 
home of Elizabeth Teo, to see her spring garden. 
 
Peppercorn Bus Bookings 

Louise has been making enquiries so that she can organise transport for our outing in July. There have been changes, 
still not finalised, in the way they accept bookings. The cost of hire will be $340. They will require a complete list of 
passengers, including addresses. This means that the Club will need a confirmed list before the outing - and pre-payment 
to the Club will be necessary.  

Open Day in April 

• The viability and difficulties with continuing with the Open Day were discussed.  
• It was decided to continue as we have in the past. 

 

Signage and pricing 

• Jill to laminate signage for the different plant categories, such as Succulents, Hanging Baskets, Pelargoniums, 
Hanging Baskets, Miscellaneous.  
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• Coloured dots will be used to scale the pricing and will be rounded to $1, $2, $5, $10etc. Sue suggested Di 
Edwards be asked to help with pricing. 

• There will be a sign for ‘Free plant for everyone – LIMIT ONE PER PERSON.’ 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

Macquarie Towns Garden Club 
Minutes of Extra-Ordinary Committee Meeting Held on Thursday 16th February, 2018 

  
Present:            Ann Chilman, John Jones, Jill Storrie, Susan Fennelly, Pat Berry, Louise Johnson, Sue Robertson 
Apologies:        Judy Rosier              
Commenced:   10.am 
 
The meeting was called to talk about issues surrounding the planned April Open Day in conjunction with the 
Library. It was noted that publicity with the Library has been missed this year, and although it may still be possible to 
gain some publicity with media releases, posters, etc., it would still be hit and miss. Library Coordinator Joanne Russo 
suggested deferring the day to allow the event to have Library backing. She suggested the winter months. 
 
The meeting discussed options and decided to delay the Open Day until September, perhaps permanently. The new 
date is September 6, at the normal meeting time, between 2 and 4. Advantages include: 

• Maximizes exposure to the community - Library What’s On mailing list 
• More time to propagate healthy plants due to extreme summer we’ve had 
• The public being more ‘garden-ready’ with spring approaching 

Jill to contact Joanne Russo on Monday.  
 
Other discussion points re Open Day: 

• On the day, visitors to be asked how they heard about the Open Day to track successful publicity 
• Brian Dunstan, and any volunteers, to be asked to be part of our in-house local expert garden panel for Q&A ; 

Alexander Greentree if available. 
• The use of good quality plants, clearly named. Club to provide members with standardised markers, or the like, 

in advance. Need to follow up on labels (Ann), markers in sa,y Garden Club magazines (Susan), Bunnings, craft 
shops.  

• Labels/markers to be distributed at AGM, the month before the Open Day. 
• Sample of well-potted plant, with clear labelling, to be shown at AGM 
• Susan offered to man her laptop to do research on behalf of visitors on the day. 
• All plants for sale to be colour-coded with price 
• Open Day handout - format similar to our newsletter - light and chatty, lots of photos, include the calendar of 

events to show what we do 
        

Calendar – changes and confirmations 
April  –Kerry Pearce, our speaker in February, returning to talk about Herbs? To be confirmed 
May – a visit to the Secret garden’s new site at Richmond UWS – confirmed with Di Edwards 
July – Camellias – to be confirmed (Judy hasn’t heard back yet from Camellia Grove) 
August - AGM 
September – Open Day / Library event 
October – at Elizabeth Teo’s  
November – Flower arranging – Susan to talk with Di Edwards about a McGrath’s Hill florist, otherwise, she will 
follow up a contact she has. Lucky door prize of the flowers, offer to pay presenter for the flowers. Demonstrating a 
Christmas Wreath was suggested. 
December – Christmas Party. New venues to be considered. Kravings, Barrel 89 (both at Kurmond), The Village 
Kitchen (Kurrajong)  
 
Peppercorn update 
Louise advised that under new arrangements, Peppercorn offer only one hire a year. They are yet to confirm booking 
for trip to Rookwood Cemetery on 31st July. 
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Hawkesbury Spring Garden Competition 
John to contact Library or Camera Club to see where our donation could go to. Ann to ring Council re categories - 
donation to go for a school prize? 

 
 

Garden Club Meeting Calendar 2018 
Some speakers, subjects and venues may be changed 

March 1 Mirva Crinion from Mr Fothergills 
April 5 Kerry Pearce   Herbs 
May 3 Meeting at The Secret Garden, Richmond 
May 29 Ebenezer Uniting Church 
June 7 Betty Noordhuis  Monet’s garden 
July 5 Camelias  TBA 
July 31 Bus Trip to Rookwood Cemetery 
August 2 Annual General Meeting 
September 6 Open Day at Library 
October 4 Meeting to be held at Elizabeth Teo’s garden 
October 30 Visit to Penrith Regional Gallery and Lewers Bequest 
November 1 TBA 
December 6 Christmas Party Venue TBA 
We meet at 2.00 p m in the John Tebbutt Room, Deerubbin Centre, 300 George Street Windsor unless otherwise stated.  

 

Office Bearers & Committee Members 2017-18 
President  Ann Chilman  TBA  annchilman@hotmail.com 
Vice President  Judy Rosier  9643 5116 saltscene @bigpond.com 
Secretary  Jill Storrie  4575 3858 ardlui3@bigpond.net.au 
Treasurer  John Jones  4579 6061  johnnchesne@bigpond.com 
Members  Pat Berry  4573 1532 patriciaberry1@bigpond.com 
   Susan Fennelly  4575 4095 susanmfennelly@gmail.com 
   Louise Johnson  4588 5717  stephenandlouise@bigpond.com 
   Sue Robertson  9679 1161 susanandgaryrobertson@bigpond.com 
Afternoon Tea Convenor: Malcolm Tidman 
 

McGrath’s Hill McGrath’s Hill McGrath’s Hill McGrath’s Hill FloristFloristFloristFlorist    
Specialising in Weddings, Roses always available, 

Arrangements, Gift baskets, Helium Balloons, Bouquets 
Open 364½ Days a Year 

8 am to 7 pm Mon - Sat 9 am - 5 pm Sun & Public Hols 
All major credit cards accepted over the phone 

Local Deliveries (7 Days) Worldwide Deliveries (Interflora) 
Paul & Elizabeth Fraser 

Peppertree Centre     3A/211 Windsor Road, McGraths Hill 2756 
Phone (02) 4577 5863 www.mcgrathshillflorist.com.au Fax (02) 4587 8663 

 

Meeting 5th April 2018 
Kerry Pearce 

is returning to tell us about 

Herbs in the Backyard 
 


