
It’s Amazing What a Little Rain Will Do! 
Sue Robertson writes “My Manchurian Pear Trees lost nearly all their leaves in the heat but after a little rain and cooler 
temperatures, they think it's Spring and have come out in lots of white blossom.   Strangely even the one that didn't lose 
leaves also has blossom on it.   The bees are loving it! 
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HOME MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 
ABN 62 077 367 205 

ALMOST ANYTHING THAT NEEDS DOING IN AND AROUND THE HOME 
Phil Conn     0408 819 069 or 02 4572 1001 

Small jobs a speciality 
PO Box 3095 Grose Vale 2753 

 

Open Day / Library Event 
6th September 2018. 

In conjunction with Hawkesbury Central Library 
 
As advised last month this event has been moved to September 
 
We can start propagating lots of plants that with appropriate TLC will be looking their best in September.  Small 
gardening tools, books and magazines would also be appreciated.  
 

Meeting 5th April 2018 
Kerry Pearce 

Herbs in the Backyard 
Kerry gave us a very informative and entertaining talk about chooks in the backyard in February.  He is returning to 
encourage us to grow some herbs in the backyard as very little space is needed. You can grow them in pots and similar 
containers. 
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Trees and Gardens by John Jones 
I love trees but there was one occasion when I was both glad and sorry to see some trees go.  The first house to be built 
next door to the east of us was in the middle of a double block 150feet (46 m) wide by about the same depth. Several 
years later a new neighbour got very enthusiastic about planting trees and shrubs including 5 or 6 Lemon Scented Gums 
(Corymbia citriodora).  Over the next 40 years these grew into magnificent trees.  However, it became virtually 
impossible to establish any form of garden or lawn on that side of our front yard.   I suspected that this was due to the 
roots from these trees intruding into our property. 
 
A few years ago the house became infested with termites and had to be demolished.  The block nearest to us was sold 
and as our new neighbours wanted to build and as it is only 75 feet (23 m) wide most of the trees had to be removed.  
The worst thing about this was that Lemon Scented Gum has very similar properties to Spotted Gum (Corymbia 
maculata).  I am sure these trees could have been milled into useable timber but no, these were cut up into firewood.   
 
It did not take long to establish the gardens.  Whilst I thought the large Grey Box (Eucalyptus macrocarpa) in our place 
was one of the culprits this is not so. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hawkesbury Museum 
FOOD BOWL FARMING: 

Migration and Horticulture in the Hawkesbury 
Exhibition opening Friday 18 May 6-8pm 

The cultural history of food production in the Hawkesbury since 1794. 
FREE –all welcome. Light refreshments and music. 
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Up the Garden Path by Jill Storrie 
My ‘work in progress’ has re-activated - I’m about to embark on a re-do of my front garden. We are at last working on 
replacing the garden edges out the front (I’m hoping it will deter those pesky blackbirds!) and then – the fun - planting it all out 
(again!) – will begin. I loved our visit to Irene Smith’s garden last year, and it got me thinking…. Why not try mixing it up? Colours, 
textures …… 

 

I was inspired by a visit to the Hobart Botanical Gardens last November on a wild wet day, which didn’t diminish the colour we 
found in their ‘Mixed Border’ section. The story boards were very helpful ‘Planting a mixed border is like composing a painting…’, 
‘a gardener has to deal with time and seasons’ – needing to avoid having everything flowering at once, and so, leaving now a show 
of colour after it’s finished.  

 

Hobart Botanical Gardens was a lesson in how a ‘mixed border’ approach can work, with flowering shrubs, perennials 
and annuals flowering at different times so that there is a succession of blooms over the whole year. Interestingly many 
plants in a mixed border are chosen for their texture: think of clumps of grasses, and then pale green lambs-ears. I just 
don’t know how adventurous I will be…  
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Macquarie Towns Garden Club Inc. 
Minutes of Committee Meeting Held on Thursday 1st March, 2018 

At “Tebbutt Room”, Deerubbin Centre, George St. Windsor 
 
Present:            Ann Chilman, Judy Rosier, John Jones, Jill Storrie, Susan Fennelly, Pat Berry, Louise Johnson,  

Sue Robertson 
Commenced:   1.00 pm 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Open Day for September 

Joanne Russo at Council has Ok’d the new date – 6th September. The room has been re-booked. Mrs Fothergill’s are 
interested in covering a table. Detailed information on what we need members to do in preparation to be published in 
newsletter in July and August. Labels/sticks for naming of plants to be handed out at July and August meetings.   

 

Calendar for 2018 

 April – Kerry Pearce talking on Herbs (Di Edwards to present two ‘chook’ cups to thank him for his wonderful 
‘chook’ talk in February) 

 May – visit to the Secret Garden, located in the grounds of UWS Richmond. Di Edwards co-ordinating 
tea/coffee. Committee asked to bring a special afternoon tea. Members asked to arrive about 1pm to take a 
good look around. John was asked to put a ‘mud-map’ in April’s newsletter to show how to find the 
garden. 

 July– Camellia Grove unavailable. Louise to follow up her contact with Council over whether a judge from the 
Hawkesbury Spring Garden could be a guest speaker. 

 August AGM – Bring One Take One, and a High Tea to make it a special occasion. Committee to bring special 
afternoon tea (DVD as well?) 

 October Meeting – a visit to Elizabeth Teo’s. 
 November meeting –McGraths Hill Florist not interested in speaking, so Susan Fennelly will follow up her 

florist contact. 
 

Other potentials speakers 

 Community Nursery representative 
 Liaison at Hawkesbury Show – Plant Section to see if they can offer a speaker 

 

Rookwood Cemetery Outing in July 

Peppercorn has still not notified Louise about final changes to bus hire. 

 

Spring Garden Show Donation 

Ann has contacted Kasey Cordi, Co-ordinator and a letter has been sent, advising them of our interest in sponsoring a 
prize in the schools section. 

 

Advertisers in our newsletter 

Both advertisers – Fix IT Phil, and McGraths Hill Florist have promptly paid on our invoices. 

 

Blue Mountains Garden Club Zone  
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Chairman John Parsonage will visit our club in June in his role as Co-ordinator 

 

Publicity received from Orchid Society, Kandos Garden Fair, Goulburn Rose Festival 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

John provided a corrected report in lieu of that shown in the last newsletter. He has organised to have online access that 
will allow him to check on current figures. Statements are 3 monthly at present. Signatures of three current office bearers 
(and last year’s AGM minutes) need to be updated at the bank.  

Treasurer’s Report: Moved that it be accepted - John Jones, seconded Judy Rosier 

Minutes of Extra-ordinary meeting: Moved Susan Fennelly, seconded Sue Robertson 

Minutes of last meeting: Moved Judy Rosier, seconded Louise Johnson 

Anne welcomed a new member, Pam Galloway. 
 
Meeting closed at 2pm for the general meeting of the Club 
 
 
23 people enjoyed a very interesting talk on planting autumn seeds and vegetables, by Mirva Crinnion and her 
assistant, from Mrs Fothergill’s seeds.  
 
Afternoon tea was once again prepared by our Afternoon Tea Convenor, Malcolm Tidman. 
 

Financial Statement for March 2018 
 

Balance as at 1st March 2018      4554.33 
Income  
Trading Table       34.00 
Afternoon Tea       45.95      79.95 
           5415.03 
Expenditure    
 
Australia Post – Post Office Box       127.00     127.50  
      
Balance as at 31 March 2018      4507.28 

 

Office Bearers & Committee Members 2017-18 
President  Ann Chilman  TBA  annchilman@hotmail.com 
Vice President  Judy Rosier  9643 5116 saltscene @bigpond.com 
Secretary  Jill Storrie  4575 3858 ardlui3@bigpond.net.au 
Treasurer  John Jones  4579 6061  johnnchesne@bigpond.com 
Members  Pat Berry  4573 1532 patriciaberry1@bigpond.com 
   Louise Johnson  4588 5717  stephenandlouise@bigpond.com 
   Sue Robertson  9679 1161 susanandgaryrobertson@bigpond.com 
   Vacant 
Afternoon Tea Convenor: Malcolm Tidman 
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Garden Club Meeting Calendar 2018 
Some speakers, subjects and venues may be changed 

April 5 Kerry Pearce   Herbs 
May 3 Meeting at The Secret Garden, Richmond 
May 29 Ebenezer Uniting Church 
June 7 Betty Noordhuis  Monet’s garden 
July 5 Murray Hook – Judging Garden Competitions 
July 31 Bus Trip to Rookwood Cemetery 
August 2 Annual General Meeting 
September 6 Open Day at Library 
October 4 Meeting to be held at Elizabeth Teo’s garden 
October 30 Visit to Penrith Regional Gallery and Lewers Bequest 
November 1 Flower Arranging TBA 
December 6 Christmas Party Venue TBA 
We meet at 2.00 p m in the John Tebbutt Room, Deerubbin Centre, 300 George Street Windsor unless otherwise stated.  

 

Finding the Secret Garden 
The address is Clydesdale Lane. 
 
Entering the University from Londonderry Road you are in Vines 
Drive which becomes Clydesdale Lane. 
 
From Bligh Park, Windsor Downs etc using Blacktown Road, turn 
left into University at Campus Drive, Turn right into Science Road 
at the Earth Care Centre, then left into Resources Road and then 
left into Clydesdale Lane 
 
From Windsor Hawkesbury Valley Drive to first set of lights in 
Richmond (Bourke Street) turn left Bourke Street becomes 
College Drive, First turn left (Castle Road) continue to a “T” 
section where you will be facing the sporting fields, turn left then 
turn right into Resources Road and left into Clydesdale Lane   
 
From North Richmond it is probably best to turn right into Old 
Kurrajong Road (Yarramundi Lane) after crossing Bridge, next 
left into Inall’s Lane which becomes Southee Road turn right at 
“T” section into Londonderry Road and left into Vines Drive.  

McGrath’s Hill Florist 
Specialising in Weddings, Roses always available, 

Arrangements, Gift baskets, Helium Balloons, Bouquets 
Open 364½ Days a Year 

8 am to 7 pm Mon - Sat 9 am - 5 pm Sun & Public Hols 
All major credit cards accepted over the phone 

Local Deliveries (7 Days) Worldwide Deliveries (Interflora) 
Paul & Elizabeth Fraser 

Peppertree Centre     3A/211 Windsor Road, McGraths Hill 2756 
Phone (02) 4577 5863 www.mcgrathshillflorist.com.au Fax (02) 4587 8663 

 


