
 
 

Up the Garden Path   by Jill Storrie 
Here are two photos from my brother’s garden, a small plot on a tiny block of land near Lighthouse Beach at Port 
Macquarie. Alan and his wife Janne are self-professed non-gardeners, but they are really enjoying their wonderful 
natives, and so are the parrots that come to feed off the grevillea blossom. The gum trees that line their small road are 
regularly visited by koalas, and now bandicoots have come to live under these golden shrubs - quite a wildlife sanctuary!  

 
It was Janne’s gorgeous purple lavender that inspired me to try out lavender in my garden. Their gardenias and azaleas 
thrive as well. Because they have such a small area to care for, things get clipped back at the right time and they always 
have a good show. 
 
Last weekend I helped my son and his wife (who live on acreage at Nelson) deal with a huge infestation of asparagus 
fern which was lurking under overgrown shrubs and fallen branches. The rhizomes were like baby potatoes! We burnt 
all the clippings and they burned satisfyingly well. I later did some Google-homework, which suggested cutting them 
right back, using a mattock to lift the blanket of underground rhizomes, …../2  
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Meeting 5th July 2018 
Murray Hook 

Judging Garden Competitions 
Murray Hook is a garden competition judge and has judged the Hawkesbury Garden Competition.  Thus, he is well 
qualified to inform us about what judges are looking for when we enter our gardens in the local competition. 
 

HOME MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 
ABN 62 077 367 205 

ALMOST ANYTHING THAT NEEDS DOING IN AND AROUND THE HOME 

Phil Conn   0408 819 069 or 02 4572 1001 
Small jobs a speciality 

PO Box 3095 Grose Vale 2753 
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Up the Garden Path cont.     using Roundup on any new growth and mowing them before they take hold again.  
 
I’ll use black plastic in summer under the lilly pillies to try and ‘cook’ the small outbreaks of asparagus fern that are 
very difficult to access. I’m also using this method to kill onion weed that has come up in my newly planted garden – 
very disappointing, as we were so careful to remove even the tiniest of little white threads! 
 
If anyone has any other good ideas, I’d love to hear them! 
 

  

Open Day / Library Event 
6th September 2018. 

In conjunction with Hawkesbury Central Library 
As we should all know that this event has been moved to September hopefully there is a lot of propagating and other 
preparation of plants etc so that these are ready for our big day in in September.  
 

Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting will be held in the John Tebbutt Room, Deerubbin Centre, 300 George Street 
Windsor on Thursday 2nd August 2018 commencing at 2.00 p.m.  The business will comprise: 
 

a) Confirm the minutes of the of 2017 Annual General Meeting of this association; 
b) Receive the Committee report on the activities of this association during the 2017-2018 financial year; 
c) Elect the office bearers and ordinary committee members; and 
d) Receive and consider the financial statement of this association for the 2017-2018 financial year 

 
Membership Fees Due 

The annual membership fees for the 2018-2019 financial year are now due.  Members who use internet banking can 
avoid having to remember to pay their membership whilst at a meeting, they can pay by direct deposit and inform 
me by email.  Details of the club’s account with the Bendigo Bank at North Richmond are BSB No.633-000 Account 
No. 146223656.  Don’t forget to identify the payment as being from you.     John Jones 

Helleborus Down Under is Closing Down 
Located at 13 Mountain Lagoon Road, Bilpin Ingrid Nemetz has specialised in hellebores for many years.  She also 
has quite a range of other plants.  The nursery and garden will be open during July and August and by appointment 
in September (Tel 4567 1107).  Don’t miss buying some of these beautiful plants some of which may have been 
bred by Ingrid.  

Editorial 
Thank you to Jill and Louise for the articles that I am sure the members will enjoy reading.  On Sunday evening 
when I looked at what I had for this issue the prospects for it being interesting seemed quite dismal.  However, I did 
not know what these ladies had up their sleeves.  Their efforts have made this edition most worthwhile.   

Remember this newsletter is here for members to share their gardening adventures whether it be in your backyard 
or somewhere you visited or a tip about something that worked or didn’t work.  

Garden Clubs of Australia Publications 
Like it or not we are half way through the year and Christmas and all those end-of-year activities will soon be 
approaching at a great rate.  Now is not too early to investigate two items available from the garden club. 
 
Our Gardens, the quarterly publication of Garden Clubs of Australia is available by subscription which can be 
ordered in early December.    For further details se the June Newsletter.  
 
Calendars.  These comprise of photographs contributed by members of affiliated clubs.  Great value at $ 10.00.  
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National Botanic Gardens 
By Louise Johnson 

On Friday 22nd June, 2018, my husband Steve and I set out for a weekend away in Canberra, and visiting the National 
Botanic Gardens was on our list of places to see. 
 
When we woke on Saturday morning, and looked out the window of our hotel room, we no longer had the pleasant 
view of the large park which we had the day before, it was an impenetrable wall of thick white fog.  By the time we 
headed out to the Gardens, the fog had started to lift in some areas, and by the time we arrived at about 9.00 am, it had 
dissipated at the Gardens, but it was still a grey and sunless morning.  I don’t know what the temperature was at that 
point, but knew there was a maximum of 13 degrees to look forward to. 
 
I was wearing multiple layers of warm clothing but made the brave decision to leave my gloves in the car so that I could 
take photos more easily, which left me with frozen hands for a while.  We left the car and made our way into the Gardens 
to begin our journey of discovery. 
 
The first section we explored was the rainforest gully, which was spectacular.  
There was a board walk where you could look down into the gully, and a 
path descended to the bottom so you could see the plants from near to 
ground level.   There were masses of tree ferns, birds nest ferns growing on 
tree trunks, and I even spotted one or two elk horn ferns growing on tree 
trunks.  
 
As we continued our journey, we encountered many interesting and 
beautiful specimens.  As expected at this time of year, there were few 
flowers, but that did not detract from the splendour 
of the Gardens.  After a while the sun came out and the day (and my 
hands) gradually warmed up. 
 
The asteraceae garden has extensive plantings of Australian daisies, 
which were in bud, and it wasn’t hard to imagine what an amazing 
sight it will be when all the flowers open.   
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Tucked away at the side of the asteraceae garden, 
 within easy flying distance to the flowers, was a 
 giant bee hotel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…/4 
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On approaching the rock garden, we were met with an 
especially attractive scene, created simply by the 
strategic positioning of a garden bench. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Another path took us along the other end 
of the rainforest gully, descending first, 
levelling out and then ascending via a series  
of steps.  A short walk led to a pond, which 
looked completely natural, as if it had always 
been there.  It was a picturesque scene, and I 
could have lingered there for ages enjoying 
the peace and tranquillity. 
 
 
 

These are just a few of the sights at the Gardens, and there is lots more to explore. 
We had a wonderful visit, and if you haven’t been there, I highly recommend it. 
 

Bus Trip to Rookwood Necropolis Gardens Tuesday 31st July 2018 
 
Cost $20.00 per person 
Departs:  9.00 am George Street Windsor opposite Bowling Club and  

9.20 am Francis Street Richmond outside Richmond Club 
  2.00 pm Rookwood for return  
 
Bookings with Louise Johnson on or before Thursday 5th July and must include payment and provision of the details 
below so that she can prepare and submit the manifest to Peppercorn Services in the required time.  If your name is not 
on the manifest Peppercorn will not allow you to get on the bus.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
FOR PEPPERCORN BUS MANIFEST  

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone; _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of birth: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Accompanying carer or assistant? Yes /No? 

If “Yes”.  Please state name and Date of Birth: ______________________________________________________  

Mobility Assistance required? Yes or No.    If “yes”, is this Walker or Wheelchair (Please circle which one. 

If over 65, My Aged Care ref. no: _________________________________________________________________ 
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Minutes of Committee Meeting 7th June 2018  

 
Minutes of Committee Meeting Held on Thursday 7 June, 2018 at “Tebbutt Room”, Deerubbin Centre, George St. 
Windsor Minutes 
 
Present:           Ann Chilman, John Jones, Judy Rosier, Jill Storrie, Sue Robertson, Pat Berry, Louise Johnson 
Apologies:        Susan Fennelly 
Commenced:   1.00 pm 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Correspondence 
A card was sent to Di Edwards. Correspondence from Garden Clubs of Australia was received along with Open 
Garden’s publicity for Crookwell and public liability Insurance confirmation. 
 
May Meeting    
The meeting discussed our visit to the Secret Garden, UWS Richmond. It was a great success, with people able to mix 
and talk, as well as make purchases. It was suggested that we make a visit a regular thing.   
 
Ebenezer Church Outing on May 29 
Twelve people attended and enjoyed the outing; however, it was commented that the scones were not as good as usual, 
and they were served cold.  
 
Banking signatures  
John, Ann and Jill still need to meet at Bendigo Bank to finalise changes. 
 
July meeting 
Guest speaker, Murray Hook, has been involved as a judge with the Hawkesbury Spring Gardens Competition. It’s an 
opportunity to get some ideas on what the judges may be looking for. 
 
Rookwood Cemetery Outing Tuesday 31st July 
The bus hire manifest will need to be completed and payment made (by direct debit or cash paid to John) no later than 
the July meeting. Eleven people have paid and completed the manifest so far.  
 
Publicity for Open Day in September 
We will need to ensure this goes into The Independent in August. 
 
AGM in August 
Committee members will bring along a plate to make a special afternoon tea. 
 
Volunteers needed for Open day in September 
Ann will ask for volunteers to help with set-up, and organisation on the day. Members will be reminded about 
propagating plants. 
 
Christmas Lunch planning 
Jill to make enquiries at Kravings, Kurmond and The Village Kitchen, Kurrajong. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Moved that it be accepted - John Jones, seconded Louise Johnson 
Minutes of last meeting: Moved - Louise Johnson, seconded Pat Berry 
 
Meeting closed at 2pm for the general meeting of the Club 
 
 
Today’s meeting  
Betty Nordhuis gave a presentation on Monet’s Garden and John Parsonage, Blue Mountains Garden Zone Co-
ordinator spoke briefly about the BMG Zone. 
  
In the absence of our Afternoon Tea Convenor, Malcolm Tidman, afternoon tea was prepared by Elizabeth Teo and 
Barbara Morris. 
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Macquarie Towns Garden Club Inc. 
Financial Statement for June 2018 

 
Balance as at 1 June 2018    $ 4488.97 
Income 
 
Membership    $  90.00 
Bus Trip to Rookwood   $  40.00 
Trading Table    $  18.30 
Afternoon Tea    $  29.00  $    177.30 
       $  4666.27 
Expenditure 
 
Nil       $    - 
 
Balance as at 30 June 2018    $  4666.27 
 
 

Garden Club Meeting Calendar 2018 
Some speakers, subjects, and venues may be changed 

July 5 Murray Hook – Judging Garden Competitions 
July 31 Bus Trip to Rookwood Necropolis Gardens (See page 3 for times etc.) 
August 2 Annual General Meeting 
September 6 Open Day at Library 
October 4 Meeting to be held at Elizabeth Teo’s Garden 
October 30 Visit to Penrith Regional Gallery and Lewer’s Bequest (Times TBA)  
November 1 TBA – Flower Arranging 
December 6 Christmas Party.  Venue TBA 
We meet at 2.00 p.m. in the John Tebbutt Room, Deerubbin Centre, 300 George Street Windsor unless otherwise 
stated. Visit our website: http://macquarietownsgardenclub.wordpress.com 

 

Office Bearers & Committee Members 2017-18 
President  Ann Chilman  4588 8651 annchilman@hotmail.com 
Vice President  Judy Rosier  9643 5116 saltscene@bigpond.com 
Secretary  Jill Storrie  4575 3858 ardlui3@bigpond.net.au 
Treasurer  John Jones  4579 6061  johnnchesne@bigpond.com 
Members  Pat Berry  4573 1532 patriciaberry1@bigpond.com 
   Susan Fennelly  4575 4095 susanmfennelly@gmail.com 
   Louise Johnson  4588 5717 stephenandlouise@bigpond.com 
   Sue Robertson  9679 1161 sueandgaryrobertson@bigpond.com 
Afternoon Tea Convenor Malcolm Tidman 

McGrath’s Hill Florist 
Specialising in Weddings, Roses always available, 

Arrangements, Gift baskets, Helium Balloons, Bouquets 
Open 364½ Days a Year 

8 am to 7 pm Mon - Sat 9 am - 5 pm Sun & Public Hols 
All major credit cards accepted over the phone 

Local Deliveries (7 Days) Worldwide Deliveries (Interflora) 
Paul & Elizabeth Fraser 

Peppertree Centre     3A/211 Windsor Road, McGraths Hill 2756 
Phone (02) 4577 5863 www.mcgrathshillflorist.com.au Fax (02) 4587 8663 

 


