
 
Up the Garden Path  by Jill Storrie 

A visit to the garden of our very own Joan Ridge 
It was a chilly but sunny day when I dropped by to visit Joan at Pitt Town. I could immediately see the main act – a 
lovely fernery planted alongside the house beside the carport, lush with ferns, cordylines, monsterio deliciosa, two large 
bird nest ferns, an aspidistra (first time I had seen one named), a tree begonia (which the frost had bitten!) – all showing 
off their textures, or variegated foliage, or contrasting narrow leaves. On the other side of the carport, there were lots of 
amazingly healthy hanging pots – of small azaleas – a new one for me! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

other favourites were hiding their true colours that day: her hibiscus, dotted here and there around her boundary, had been At the 
back of the house, there was a different kind of show - bright and vigorous flowers of trimmed azaleas, some in pots, some colourful 
polyanthus and a silver kalanchoe just starting to flower. This beautiful variegated azalea is Yvonne Goolagong. They were all so 
healthy! No sign of petal blight or red spider mite. To add interest there were little garden statues, pot plants, a tiny wheelbarrow 
carrying a little pot, a bird bath.   

Joan’s hit by the frost, and were waiting for some warmth to do their thing.  
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Joan has been rationalising the garden of late, eliminating a central rose garden in the back yard (keeping three 
small ones) so that now she has a swathe of manageable lawn instead. It will be a lovely spring garden and a 
summer one too when the hibiscus are out! 

I heard on the grape vine that Joan has been a member for 24 years, first hearing about the Garden Club from 
a friend, who invited her along – the perfect way to get new members! Thanks for the visit Joan! 

If you know someone who would tolerate me poking around taking pictures and asking questions – come and 
have a chat. I’d love to do some more profiles to help us know each other better! We put so much of our own 
vision and interests into our gardens don’t we? Don’t be shy. It’s quite painless and I won’t bite! 
(Jill) 

Yvonne Goolagong 
Azalea 

This Month’s Newsletter. 
You may have noticed this issue is bigger than usual 8 pages instead of the normal 6.  This is because there have 
been two committee meetings plus the Annual General Meeting all of which we now publish in the garden club 
newsletter.  We do this because we believe the members should be fully informed of what is going on in the club.  
However, publication of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting has been deferred to the October Issue as 
these take up another two pages and the committee minutes are more relevant to the open day. 
 
Readers may have noticed that I have been pushing Our Gardens Magazine and the GCA Calendars this year.  
This is because I believe the magazine is great value at $15.00 for the annual subscription of 4 issues mailed to 
you.  It is written by garden club members and some professionals, contains some advertising but does not push 
any products. Unfortunately, the date subscriptions are due always coincides with our Christmas Party and gets 
neglected.  Subscriptions for 2019 should be ordered and paid for with John by 6 December 2018. 
 
GCA Calendars are large and easy to read.  The photographs are from garden club members. These come with 
an envelope that can be used for posting.  Priced at $10.00 these are good value particularly as our club gets $4.00 
of this.  Please place your orders with John by 1st November 2018 to ensure these are delivered in time for people 
wishing to send these overseas.      John 
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Open Gardens Flyers 
In addition to the  flyers from Berry and Gloucester published last month the Secretary is holding flyers regarding 
open gardens at: 
Leura    29/9 to 1/10 & 5-7/10/2018 
Bathurst    27-28/10/2018 
Castlemaine & Districts  3-11/11/2018 
Crookwell   11-12/11/2018 
Robertson   7-8/10/2018 
Please contact Jill if you are interested in any of these. 
 

Gardening Quotes Courtesy of Louise 
The glory of gardening: hands in dirt, head in sun, heart with nature.  To nurture a garden is to feed not just the body, 
but the soul. 
Alfred Austin 
 
My garden is my most beautiful masterpiece 
Claude Monet 
 
The love of gardening is a seed once sown that never dies. 
Gertrude Jekyll 
 
 

Are You Ready for 
The Macquarie Towns Garden Club Inc. 

Open Day and Plant Sale 
In conjunction with Hawkesbury Central Library 
2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 6th September 2018 at the Library 

We need members to help between 11.00 a.m. &2.00 p.m. with unloading plants etc in the parking area move 
these up to the John Tebbutt Room, price these and set these up on the display tables.  And/or 
2.00 p.m.to 4.00 p.m. to assist with sales and talk to visitors about gardening, plants and our garden club. 

Garden Club Christmas Party 
11.30 for Noon 6th December 2018 

The Village Kitchen, 83 Old Bell’s Line of Road, Kurrajong 
Cost $22.00 per person (the committee is paying a subsidy of $3.00ea to get Christmas menu) 

Bookings with payment to John Jones by 30th November 2018 
If you would like a lift to and from the venue or willing to give someone a lift please inform John when booking’  

Meeting 4th October 2019 
Elizabeth Teo’s Garden 

21 Greenway Crescent, Windsor 
Greenway Crescent starts at Moses Street and goes between St Matthews Church and the Church Hall and 
Rectory.  No.21 is a battle axe block.  The meeting commences at 2.00 p.m. as usual.  Please bring a cup or mug, 
chair and a plate with some goodies. 

Tuesday 29th October 2018 
Visit to Penrith Regional Gallery and Lewers Bequest 

86 River Road, Emu Plains. 
If we proceed to Penrith via Cranebrook or Castlereagh we should all arrive at the intersection of Castlereagh 
Road and High Street (Great Western Highway) Turn right into Great Western Highway and after crossing the 
Nepean River, River Road is the first street on the left 
We will meet outside the gallery at 10.30 a.m.      According to the Internet there is a café at the gallery.  
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Bus Trips with Peppercorn Services 

By Louise Johnson 
 

Tuesday 31st July, 2018 saw our first bus trip with Peppercorn Services.  All went well with the paperwork and the day 
was a success.  However, an unforeseen situation came to light and needs to be clarified so there will be no potential 
issues with the paperwork for future bus trips. 
 
As we are aware, anyone wishing to attend a bus trip must fill in the details for the bus manifest and 
pay the bus fare before the date of the trip. 
 
If either of the following situations should occur, it is important that I be notified as soon as possible: 
 
a) A member has filled in the manifest, paid the bus fare, then later finds out that he or she can’t go on the trip. 
 
b) A member has filled in the manifest, paid the bus fare, later finds out that he or she can’t go, and sells his or her 

seat to another member. 
 
I will then amend the manifest so that it will be correct when I hand it to Peppercorn approximately two weeks before 
the date of the trip.  If one of the above situations occurs between the time I hand over the manifest and the date of the 
trip, please email or ring me with the change so that I can then ring Peppercorn and ask them to update the manifest. 
 
In the case of situation b) John should be notified as well, so he can cancel the payment receipt for the first person and 
issue a receipt for the second person. 
 

Bus Trip to Rookwood Necropolis 
One could ask why would members of a garden club want to visit a cemetery?  Usually such places are popular with 
genealogists/ family historians seeking information and clues about deceased relatives and others involved in their 
families.  Chesne and I have records of 33 relatives who have been buried or cremated at Rookwood including three 
whose remains were relocated to here from the Devonshire Street or Sandhills Cemetery when the latter was cleared to 
make way for Central Railway station.  

 
            Serpentine Garden (Photo Sue Robertson)                                                                          War Graves      
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Having been in use since the mid 1800s it retains examples of architecture and landscaping from Victorian times to the 
present. The Serpentine is an example of how Victorian landscape designers made a feature of an open drain rather 
than installing some drain pipes and filling the area.  The cemetery is known for its collection of heritage roses which 
have survived down the years and are now cared for by the Heritage Rose Society.  One could suspect that other plants 
popular in earlier times could continue to exist there. 

 
Minutes of Committee Meeting Held on Thursday 2 August, 2018 

At “Tebbutt Room”, Deerubbin Centre, George St. Windsor 
Present:  Ann Chilman, John Jones, Judy Rosier, Susan Fennelly, Jill Storrie, Pat Berry, Louise Johnson, Sue 

Robertson 
Apologies: Nil  
Commenced:    1.00 pm___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Minutes of the last meeting:  Moved that they be accepted – Judy Rosier, seconded Susan Fennelly 

Correspondence 

 Berry Open Gardens 18-21 October 
 Gloucester Open Gardens 
 CQU project asking whether we would like someone to speak about the ‘Caring for Carers of People 

with Dementia Project’. (Discussion deferred until next meeting.) 

Birthday bash next year?                                                                                                                                                   Ann 
and Louise have looking into archives. Our earliest minutes are from 1929. The Richmond Horticultural Society was 
formed in 1894. Ann suggested we have a birthday event next year. 

Calendar 

 October meeting – although Elizabeth Teo has surgery scheduled for the end of August, she has OKd our visit 
in October. She has entered the Council Spring Gardens Competition again this year. Members need to bring a 
chair, a mug and a small plate to share.  

 November meeting - Susan has again contacted the florist – no confirmation as yet. We have the Council’s 
Waste Education Officer as backup. Jill to ask him to pencil us in for November, as well as October. 

 December meeting – Jill has booked The Village Kitchen, Kurrajong for 16 to 20 people for a full Christmas 
lunch. Members need to pay $22 to John no later than the end of November. (The Club will pay $3 per head 
extra so that we can have greens.) If people pay over the internet they are asked to ring John to advise so he can 
track payments. Judy will ring Betty Johnson to see if she needs a lift. Any members seeking transport should 
contact the Committee. 

Financial matters 

Christmas Calendars - Members need to order these through John ASAP. 
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 Rookwood bus trip – John asked whether everyone had paid as his numbers differed with numbers on board the 
bus. John to follow up with Louise. 

 

Rookwood Cemetery Outing Tuesday 31st July 

A successful outing on a beautiful day – a large site which we managed to cover with the bus and its very helpful driver.  

AGM  

Ann read her AGM report to the Committee, emphasising that the Club is about Fellowship and Gardens. Our speakers 
this year have been stimulating and diverse. Ann commented that our 2pm start time makes it difficult to attract younger 
members because it clashes with school pick up. 

Ann thanked Sue Robertson for her service on the Committee and as President in past years. Sue is taking a break due 
to family commitments. 

Publicity  

Open Day publicity was published in The Independent this week. It featured some of the Newsletter article on Susan 
Fennelly showing her with plants being propagated for the event. 

Open Day in September  

We have access to the Tebbutt Room from 11am. The public has been invited for 2pm to 4pm.  

Susan Fennelly will be ‘Project Manager’ on the day, allocating volunteers and sorting issues to keep us on track.  

Pick ups: Susan offered to collect any plants the day before, and members can drop them off at Louise’s home at 
Hobartville. (Ann to announce at AGM.) This will mean we have lots of plants to start pricing and sorting. Comment 
was made on frost damage to many young plants. 

Prices will be $1, $2, $5 and $10. Jill to buy coloured dots for pricing. Plastic picnic knives for labelling will be offered 
to members at the AGM.  

Posters - Susan to do posters for tables and is looking for our banner. 

On the day 

Personnel:  

 Committee should arrive at 11, with members from 11.30. 
 Downstairs - need two people – someone minding, someone loading to bring them upstairs. 
 Upstairs - sorting and dotting upstairs (Louise) 
 Set up - we will need 3 more tables and extra trolleys to bring up plants from the basement. Susan is bringing 

her trolley from home. 
 Two people on each table? Float for each table to ensure payment. 
 Refreshments for volunteers from 12.  Judy bringing sandwiches.  
 There will one free plant per customer, but discretion used to give good customers more than one. 

 
Experts:  Alexander Greentree and Mirva Crinnion from Mrs Fothergills have confirmed their involvement. 

Produce: Louise is bringing mandarins.  

Visitors to be asked how they heard about the Open Day. Need someone to track numbers. 

NOTE: Open Day meeting at Ann’s Friday 17 August at 10.30, to bring it all together. 

Meeting closed at 1.55pm for the Annual General Meeting of the Club 
 
A Gardening Superstition from Louise: 
 
Ivy growing on a house protects the inhabitants from witchcraft and evil. 
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Minutes of Committee Meeting Held on Friday 18 August, 2018 
At the home of Ann Chilman, Richmond 
 
Present:  Ann Chilman, John Jones, Susan Fennelly, Jill Storrie, Pat Berry, Louise Johnson, Helen Potts 
Apologies: Judy Rosier, Sue Robertson 
Commenced:    11.00 a.m._________________________________________________________________________ 
As next Garden Club meeting will be the Open Day, this meeting was held to discuss outstanding issues and Open Day 
business. 
Drought Appeal 
At the AGM members unanimously voted for an amount of $500 to be donated to help our drought afflicted farmers. 
After some research about alternatives, the meeting decided to forward a cheque to Richmond Lions Club for their 
“Need for Feed” Drought Appeal. Local Lions Clubs are well placed to organise distribution, and there are no overheads 
or admin costs. 
October meeting  
Elizabeth Teo’s home at 21 Greenway Crescent, Windsor (a battle-axe block) 2pm to 4pm. Park on the street, bring a 
plate and a cup for your cuppa. 
November meeting 
Open Day evaluation. Discussion / feedback on how things went, problems, what worked and what didn’t, followed by 
an “Ask it Solve It” Q&A session. 
December meeting – Christmas lunch 
Need reminders at October and November meetings.  
Calendar for 2019 
The following dates are in the pipeline: 
February  Council’s Waste Management Officer – Justin Murphy (Jill to book him in) 
March   Orchids? 
April    Open Day? 
May   Visit to the Secret Garden 
June  John’s PowerPoint Slideshow using member’s personal favourites  (see below) 
For the June meeting it was suggested that we ask members (from March onwards) to bring to the meeting photos of 
their favourite garden, be it their own garden or their childhood garden or somewhere they have visited, (or alternatively 
email one to John). John will do a Powerpoint presentation and members can ‘talk to’ the photo. 
Other topics / ideas put forward: 
Cliveas, Geraniums, Eco gardening products, sustainable eating /kitchen gardens, repeat visit from Murray Hook to talk 
on gardening in general. 
Open Day  
Susan is doing a mud map. Susan, Ann and Jill will meet with Library staff about trolleys and extra tables and 
arrangements for the day.  
Jobs to be filled – Susan will give directives as needed 
3 people downstairs, - at carpark, building’s entrance 
Courier / carter 
When it starts – welcomer – raffle tickets for Lucky Door prize Susan’s cycad?) 
Sorter /pricer (Louise) 
Cashier 
Tables  
One for books and Alexander Greentree 
Mr Fothergill’s table 
2 more for plants (free ones on a trolley – yellow stickers) 
One for afternoon tea 
Welcome table with flyer / Cashier table 
Miscellaneous 
Float  One table for paying – to conserve manpower 
Plant pricing Red $1 blue  $2     green  $5 
Banner  Whereabouts unknown 
Tablecloths Jill to buy plastic tablecloths (Celebrations at Richmond?) 
Cleaning  Louise to bring these 
Name badges Members are to be encouraged to wear name badges – needs to go in newsletter 
NB The date for the next Committee meeting, as September and October meetings are either special events or off-site. 
President, Ann Chilman, will be away for the November meeting. 
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Financial Statement for August 2018 
Balance as at 1 August 2018      $ 4794.22 
Income 
Membership      $   80.00 
Bus Trip to Rookwood     $   20.00 
Christmas Party      $ 132.00 
Our Gardens      $   30.00 
Trading Table      $  13. 00 
Afternoon Tea      $   11.05 $    286.05 
         $ 5080.27 
Expenditure 
NSW Fair Trading     $  46.00 
Peppercorn Services – Bus Trip     $200.00 
Richmond Lions Club – Drought Donation  $500.00  $  746.00 
Balance as at 31 August 2018      $ 4334.27 

 
Garden Club Meeting Calendar 2018 

Some speakers, subjects, and venues may be changed 
September 6 Open Day at Library 
October 4 Meeting to be held at Elizabeth Teo’s Garden 
October 30 Visit to Penrith Regional Gallery and Lewer’s Bequest.  Meet at Gallery at 10.30 a.m. 
November 1 TBA (Flower Arranging) 
December 6 Christmas Party 12.00 noon the Village Kitchen, Kurrajong Further details page 3  
We meet at 2.00 p.m. in the John Tebbutt Room, Deerubbin Centre, 300 George Street Windsor unless otherwise 
stated. Visit our website: http://macquarietownsgardenclub.wordpress.com 

 

McGrath’s Hill Florist 
Specialising in Weddings, Roses always available, 

Arrangements, Gift baskets, Helium Balloons, Bouquets 
Open 364½ Days a Year 

8 am to 7 pm Mon - Sat 9 am - 5 pm Sun & Public Hols 
All major credit cards accepted over the phone 

Local Deliveries (7 Days) Worldwide Deliveries (Interflora) 
Paul & Elizabeth Fraser 

Peppertree Centre     3A/211 Windsor Road, McGraths Hill 2756 
Phone (02) 4577 5863 www.mcgrathshillflorist.com.au Fax (02) 4587 8663 

 

Office Bearers & Committee Members 2017-18 
President     Ann Chilman   4588 8651  annchilman@hotmail.com  
Vice President     Judy Rosier   9643 5116  saltscene@bigpondo.o.com  
Secretary     ` Jill Storrie   4575 3858  ardlui3@bigpond.net.au  
Treasurer     John Jones   4579 6061   johnnchesne@bigpond.com  
Members     Pat Berry   4573 1532  patriciaberry1@bigpond.com     

Susan Fennelly 4575 4095  susanmfennelly@gmail.com     
Louise Johnson 4588 5717  stephenandlouise@bigpond.com     
Helen Potts 4577 9950 

Afternoon Tea Convenor  Malcolm Tidman 

Payments to the Garden Club 
Members could find it convenient to use direct deposit when making payments to the club but please identify who 
you are when doing so.  The details are:  BSB No. 633-000 Account No.  146223656 


