
 
Up the Garden Path  by Jill Storrie 

A visit to the garden of our very own Louise Johnson 
I visited Louise at Hobartville in August just two weeks before the Open Day, and some of her plants were still reeling 
from the recent frosts. However, her shade house was an eye opener. Lush with greenery, there were many plants I had 
never seen before and the names were unfamiliar, the shapes exotic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louise loves ferns, and textures, and sculptural shapes seemed to be a feature. Many leaves were variegated, or very 
glossy and showy, with a glimpse of flowers yet to come. Maiden hair fern, a zig zag epiphyllum, zygocactus, tree 
begonia, bromeliads, an amazing “tillandsia” - green, strappy, with an unusual cobra-like flower spike with green and 
pink flesh and small purple flowers – lots to learn about! The arrangement of the pots was informal but thoughtful. It 
was a place that invited you in to stay awhile.  I toured Louise’s garden for an hour, asking questions, intrigued at some 
of the unusual succulents.  An unusual South African plant called an Albuca caught with its primitive variegated corn 
cob-like spikey flower heads. Another favourite was an Haworthia, which I bought a few weeks later at our Open Day. 

Macquarie Towns Garden News 
Newsletter of Macquarie Towns Garden Club Inc. 

Vol. 16 No.10 September 2018  

HOME MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 
ABN 62 077 367 205 

ALMOST ANYTHING THAT NEEDS DOING IN AND AROUND THE HOME 

Phil Conn   0408 819 069 or 02 4572 1001 
Small jobs a speciality 

PO Box 3095 Grose Vale 2753 



Macquarie Towns Garden News 
October 2018   Page  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Showing me a yucca plant, Louise told me that she found quite a few plants dumped out the front of someone’s home, 
and feeling sorry for them, brought one of them home to ‘nurse it better’ and give it a fresh start – a born gardener with 
a soft heart!  

Like most of us, Louise has plans to change things around here and there in the body of the garden, taking out what 
doesn’t work and dreaming of what to do here and there. That’s the best thing about gardening for me – you’re never 
really finished, and sometimes, you just follow your heart. 
 

Open Day – Plant Sale Success 
This was our third Open Day and Plant Sale held at the Hawkesbury Central Library and was a great success.  The net 
profit was $342.00 which is less than the $398.70 we made last year and the $443.50 in 2016 but we did not have the 
quantity of stock as we had on the previous occasions due to severe frosts only a few weeks prior to the event damaging 
or destroying plants members had propagated for the event. 

 
 Photo courtesy of Hawkesbury Library 

Alexander Greentree and the people from Mr Fothergills were kept busy.  As can be seen from the photographs above 
and on the next page every one appeared to be enjoying the event.  Some people have commented that the Stan Stevens 
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Studio with its greater space and vinyl flooring is a far better venue for this activity.  I am sure the committee have noted 
the comment  

 

A Visit to the Corbett Gardens in Bowral. 
By Sue Robertson 

 
On Wednesday 19th September Gary and I went with friends for a day trip to the Southern Highlands. Like the rest of 
NSW, the countryside was extremely dry and the gardens had not reached their full Spring potential.  However, we saw 
some beautiful Prunus and Crab Apple trees in flower, although a lot of the deciduous trees were still bare.  
 
Although it was a heritage tour, we were taken to Corbett Gardens in Bowral, a fairly small garden but beautifully laid 
out.  There were mounded banks of pansies and tulips and flowering trees overhanging a small water course.  There 
were huge artificial butterflies in the water and they were covered with the fallen blossom from a large magnolia tree, a 
really pretty sight from the bridge spanning the water way.  Unfortunately, not everything was in flower as anything on 
the shady side of the mounds was still waiting to bloom, while the side getting the benefit of the sun was in full flower.  
Another couple of weeks and other bulbs and flowers will be putting on a wonderful display.  
 

Garden Club Christmas Party 
11.30 for Noon 6th December 2018 

The Village Kitchen, 83 Old Bell’s Line of Road, Kurrajong 
Cost $22.00 per person (the committee is paying a subsidy of $3.00ea to get Christmas menu) 

Bookings with payment to John Jones by 30th November 2018 
If you would like a lift to and from the venue or willing to give someone a lift please inform John when booking  

Meeting 4th October 2019 
Elizabeth Teo’s Garden 

21 Greenway Crescent, Windsor 
Greenway Crescent starts at Moses Street and goes between St Matthews Church and the Church Hall and 
Rectory.  No.21 is a battle axe block.  The meeting commences at 2.00 p.m. as usual.  Please bring a cup or mug, 
chair and a plate with some goodies. 

Tuesday 30th October 2018 
Visit to Penrith Regional Gallery and Lewers Bequest 

86 River Road, Emu Plains. 
If we proceed to Penrith via Cranebrook or Castlereagh we should all arrive at the intersection of Castlereagh 
Road and High Street (Great Western Highway) Turn right into Great Western Highway and after crossing the 
Nepean River, River Road is the first street on the left 
We will meet outside the gallery at 10.30 a.m.      According to the Internet there is a café at the gallery.  
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Macquarie Towns Garden Club 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 2 August, 2018 
at “Tebbutt Room,” Deerubbin Centre, George St. Windsor 

 
Present:  Ann Chilman, John Jones, Judy and Ron Rosier, Susan Fennelly, Jill Storrie, Pat Berry, Louise Johnson, 
Sue Robertson, Val Anderson, Malcolm Tidman, Carmel Cunneen, Elizabeth Teo, Barbara Morris, Iren Douse, Helen 
Potts, Irene Smith, Joan Ridge, Barbara Levy, Linda Portelli, Lyn Alabaster 
 
Apologies: Betty Noordhuis, Elaine Greentree, Chesne Jones 
 
Commenced:    2.00 pm 
Ann Chilman opened the meeting with a welcome to everyone.  
Financial matters 
Membership fees are now due, as is $15 payment for the Garden Clubs of Australia Magazine. Payment for our 
Christmas lunch at The Village Kitchen, Kurrajong - $22 – needs to be paid to John by the November meeting. The 
Club is subsidising the lunch by an extra $3 per head. Members are asked to contact someone on the Committee if they 
need transport. 
 
Birthday party 
Ann advised that she and Louise have been digging in the archives and found mention of the Hawkesbury Horticultural 
Society from 1894. The Macquarie Towns Garden Club was formed in 1929 – 90 years next year. Ann suggested we 
should make a birthday celebration an event in 2019. 
 
President’s Report 
Ann gave special thankyous to 
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 All members for their support during the year 
 The Committee for their efforts, especially John as Treasurer and editor of the newsletter each month. She also 

thanked regular newsletter contributors Louise, Jill and Sue for their articles.  
 Susan Fennelly for standing-in during her absences 
 Judy Rosier who has taken on the role of Welfare Officer to check on members when they are unwell 
 Malcom Tidman as Afternoon Tea Coordinator. Ann commented that having a relaxed afternoon tea is a great 

way to share with each other.  
 Louise for organising outings and working with Peppercorn to sort out transport issues. (Our Rookwood visit 

on 31 July was interesting and we had great weather. The Peppercorn bus driver was great – the site is enormous 
and a bus was essential to get to places of interest.) 

 
Ann commented on the excellent and diverse speakers we have had over the past year and encouraged members to bring 
forward ideas, or any concerns.  
 
Election of Office Bearers 
Ann declared all positions vacant and Barbara Levy held the chair to ask for nominations. The following officers were 
elected: 
President:   Ann Chilman (nominated by Jill Storrie, seconded by John Jones)  
Vice-President: Judy Rosier  (nominated by Susan Fennelly, seconded by Louise Johnson) 
Treasurer:  John Jones  (nominated by Val Anderson, seconded by Judy Rosier) 
Secretary:   Jill Storrie  (nominated by Ann Chilman, seconded by Judy Rosier) 
Committee:  Louise Johnson, Susan Fennelly, Pat Berry, Helen Potts 
. 
Sue Robertson advised that she would not be standing this year. Ann thanked Sue for her loyal years of service, both on 
the committee and as president for four years. Ann welcomed Helen Potts’ appointment to the Committee. (John advised 
that under the Constitution, only four committee members are allowed in addition to office bearers.) 
 
Treasurer’s report for 2017-2018 (Published in August Newsletter) 
Report presented by John Jones. Helen Potts moved that it be accepted. 
 
Other business 
After the financial report was tabled, the subject of charity donations (as in past years) was discussed at length. John 
pointed out that these had been partly funded by our plant stalls in the community, and that the Club needs to make sure 
it has ongoing reserves, although we can afford to support needy causes to some extent. 
 
Malcolm Tidman brought to the group the dreadful plight of our farmers in the bush, suggesting a donation to current 
drought relief fundraising, as on the ABC 7.30 Report and Channel 9’s Sunrise program. The meeting voted 
unanimously to carry the motion brought by Malcolm and seconded by Carmel Cunneen, that an amount of $500 be 
donated towards one of these, or similar. Joan Ridge suggested that we could look at this further again later in the year. 
John and Jill will investigate where to send the cheque. 
 
Open Day in September After a question about the need to move the date from autumn to spring, it was explained that 
this occurred because we missed out on the opportunity for vital publicity via the Library’s What’s On mailing list, due, 
we believe, to Library staff changes. While the weather in April has frequently been rather hot, moving the event to 
September has had its own challenges. 
Comment was made regarding severe frosts over this winter; however, a show of hands indicated that most members 
had plants that would be ready for the Open Day. There will be a drop off point for plants at the home of Louise Johnson 
at Hobartville to make it easier for members. Members can also contact our Open Day coordinator Susan Fennelly and 
she will collect any plants the day before so that they are ready to be priced and sorted on the morning. 
The Committee was asked to arrive at 11 to get things underway, Club members from 11.30. Volunteers will be needed 
to help with set-up, organisation on the day and clean up at the end. Susan Fennelly will be ‘Project Manager’, allocating 
volunteers and sorting issues to keep us on track. The event itself will run from 2pm to 4pm. Barbara Levy suggested 
that in the future we look at the time be moved to midday so that local workers can drop in. 
 
Refreshments and sandwiches will be available to helpers, with Malcolm coming at 12. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be 
served to visitors between 2 and 4pm.  
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An article about Susan Fennelly and the Club was published in the August Issue of the Hawkesbury Independent to 
promote our Open Day, and it is listed in the current Library ‘What’s On’. Alexander Greentree will be attending, as 
will Mirva Crinnion or a representative form Mrs Fothergill’s seeds. 
 
October meeting This is planned to be held at the house of Elizabeth Teo. People will need to bring their own chair 
and a cup and a small plate to share. Elizabeth has entered in the Hawkesbury Spring Garden Competition, although 
having surgery late in August.  
The meeting closed at 2.45pm for a special afternoon tea supplied by the Committee and Malcolm.  
 

Financial Statement for September 2018 
Balance as at 1 September 2018     $ 4334.27 
Income 
Membership      $   20.00 
Christmas Party      $   44.00 
Plant Sale      $ 342.00  $   406.00 
         $ 4760.27 
Expenditure 
Child Prize Hawkesbury Garden Competition    $   100.00 
Balance as at 30 September 2018     $ 4640.27 

Garden Club Meeting Calendar 2018 
Some speakers, subjects, and venues may be changed 

October 4  Meeting to be held at Elizabeth Teo’s Garden  Further details Page 3 
October 30  Visit to Penrith Regional Gallery and Lewers Bequest. Meet at Gallery at 10.30 a.m  See P.3 
November 1  TBA (Flower Arranging) 
December 6  Christmas Party 12.00 noon the Village Kitchen, Kurrajong Further details page 3 
We meet at 2.00 p.m. in the John Tebbutt Room, Deerubbin Centre, 300 George Street Windsor unless otherwise 
stated. Visit our website: http://macquarietownsgardenclub.wordpress.com 

 

Payments to the Garden Club 
Members could find it convenient to use direct deposit when making payments to the club but please identify who 
you are when doing so.  The details are:  BSB No. 633-000 Account No.  146223656 

Office Bearers & Committee Members 2018-19 
President     Ann Chilman   4588 8651  annchilman@hotmail.com  
Vice President     Judy Rosier   9643 5116  saltscene@bigpond.com  
Secretary    ` Jill Storrie   4575 3858  ardlui3@bigpond.net.au  
Treasurer     John Jones   4579 6061   johnnchesne@bigpond.com  
Members     Pat Berry   4573 1532  patriciaberry1@bigpond.com     

Susan Fennelly 4575 4095  susanmfennelly@gmail.com     
Louise Johnson 4588 5717  stephenandlouise@bigpond.com     
Helen Potts 4577 9950 

Afternoon Tea Convenor  Malcolm Tidman 
 

McGrath’s Hill Florist 
Specialising in Weddings, Roses always available, 

Arrangements, Gift baskets, Helium Balloons, Bouquets 
Open 364½ Days a Year 

8 am to 7 pm Mon - Sat 9 am - 5 pm Sun & Public Hols 
All major credit cards accepted over the phone 

Local Deliveries (7 Days) Worldwide Deliveries (Interflora) 
Paul & Elizabeth Fraser 

Peppertree Centre     3A/211 Windsor Road, McGraths Hill 2756 
Phone (02) 4577 5863 www.mcgrathshillflorist.com.au Fax (02) 4587 8663 

 


