
 
Up the Garden Path 

by Jill Storrie 
These past few weeks have reminded me of why I love living in the Hawkesbury – glorious jacarandas in full bloom, 
standing out in the distance, whispering across from the backroads, proudly lining the river, marching along the streets 
of Richmond and shouting out in Pitt Town. How lucky are we? These photographs were taken down by the river at 
Windsor. The red salvia was a gorgeous foil in the bright sunshine.  

 As this is the last newsletter for 2018, I thought I’d reflect on our 
Garden Club’s path this year. From interesting guest speakers, to our 
visit to the Secret Garden, to our Open Day, to our outings - it’s 
always very satisfying to be in the company of other garden lovers. 
Nothing is too small to escape our notice and we are open to  
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inspiration. On our visit to Rookwood Cemetery we all commented on how lovely the entrance bed of primulas were – 
so I planted some out for the first time in years, and have really enjoyed them! During our bus trip I noticed that our 
Champion-of-the Plant-Table Val Anderson was very handy with a pair of scissors - I’m sure her cuttings from 
various plants have done well, as well as the plants she kindly pruned! 

 
Our recent visit to the Lewers Gallery at Penrith was also inspirational: between Helen Potts, John Jones and Louise 
Johnson, every weird and wonderful plant we didn’t recognise immediately, was discussed and debated, and even 
researched, to enthusiastically share the results later. The homestead has a very old garden, as evidenced by a 6m high 
olive tree, so the plants were a challenging mixture to ponder over. Thank you to Louise for all her efforts with our 
outings for the year, especially for her negotiations with Peppercorn. 
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A final thank you to our 
quiet achiever John 
Jones, for diligently 
carrying out his role as 
Treasurer, and also for 
his skill and commitment 
in producing this 
newsletter every month, 
despite his many 
responsibilities with other 
community organisations.  
 
Best wishes for a happy 
Christmas and a safe and 
healthy holiday period. 
See you at the Party on 
6th December! 

AGM August 2018 

 Subscriptions for Our Gardens Magazine for 2019 Closing 
Our Gardens Magazine is published quarterly by The Garden Clubs of Australia for the members of 
affiliated garden clubs such as ours.  It has many interesting articles on a wide range of gardening 
subjects such as notable gardens, individual plant species and their culture, and pest control etc. mostly 
written by garden club members.  Judy Horton has a regular page and Peta Trahar is a frequent 
contributor.   
 
The annual subscription is only $15.00 mailed to you.  Those members wishing to subscribe for 2019 
please contact John Jones no later than 6th December 2018.  

Garden Clubs of Australia 2019 Calendars 
This calendar is for those who appreciate gardens. All 
of the photograhs are from members of garden clubs 
affiliated to Garden Clubs of Australia  and includes 
public and private gardens.  It is easy to read and 
includes public holidays, school term information, 
regional events and the phases of the moon.  The 
inside back page shows the firtst four months of 
2020.  There is a Wall Planner for 2019 and an 
envelope for posting if needed. 
 
These are great value at $10.00 besides which our 
garden club stands to get $2.00 for each calendar we 
sell.  John Jones has some of these calendars which 
will be available at the Christmas Party or you can 
contact him. 
 

Office Bearers & Committee Members 2018-19 
President     Ann Chilman   4588 8651  annchilman@hotmail.com  
Vice President     Judy Rosier   9643 5116  saltscene@bigpond.com  
Secretary    ` Jill Storrie   4575 3858  ardlui3@bigpond.net.au  
Treasurer     John Jones   4579 6061   johnnchesne@bigpond.com  
Members     Pat Berry   4573 1532  patriciaberry1@bigpond.com     

Susan Fennelly 4575 4095  susanmfennelly@gmail.com     
Louise Johnson 4588 5717  stephenandlouise@bigpond.com     
Helen Potts 4577 9950 

Afternoon Tea Convenor  Malcolm Tidman 
. 
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Trip to Mudgee 
By Louise Johnson 

 
On the morning of Sunday 18th November, my husband Steve and I set off for a couple of days to explore Mudgee 
and surrounding areas.  On the way, we passed through a town named Lue, which consisted of a few houses, the 
expected hotel, and an unexpected shop selling bonsai – yes bonsai – in the middle of nowhere. 
 
On arriving at our motel, I was pleasantly surprised to see a few small gardens, one in the corner by the main 
driveway, one outside Reception, and some along the footpath in between the other driveways.  There were 
colourful roses, geraniums, hippeastrums and some other plants.  There were pot plants in the shady paved area 
next to Reception, and outside each room, giving the place interest and street appeal. 
 
The first place of botanical interest we discovered 
was Robertson Park, in the middle of town.   As a 
connoisseur of parks, I found this one 
inspirational, well designed, and very well 
maintained.  Even my non-gardener husband was 
impressed. 
 

 
There was an obelisk dedicated to the memory of locals  
who served in the war(s), surrounded by a circular  
bed planted entirely with roses. 
 

 
 
A rotunda, similarly planted, is dedicated to the 
South African war.   
 
 
 

 
A number of large, beautiful trees were dotted throughout the park, and I noticed from a distance a tree with plum 
coloured foliage, so I walked towards it for a closer look.  What I thought was plum coloured foliage was actually 
flowers, soft, fluffy and somewhat like fairy floss, almost obscuring the foliage.    Another of the same tree was 
planted in close proximity and had blooms of a soft pink.  I don’t know what they are, but they are amazing. 
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There were a number of garden beds, some with mixed planting and several dedicated to roses, which are definitely 
the star attraction of this park.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next discovery was on a reconnaissance tour of the streets of Mudgee.  The historic and magnificent Anglican 
and Catholic churches are both graced with plantings of white roses, and almost every house has roses growing in 
the front garden.  I saw one front garden planted entirely with roses, but alas, a few doors down there was one 
entirely of garden gnomes. 
 
The Anglican church was on a corner; next to it was a Christian bookshop; next to that was the Mudgee Brewing Co.; 
and lastly, on the other corner was the Church Hall.  Interesting. 
 
Lastly, there was Lawson Park, which stretched along the bank of the Cudgegong River.  This park had an entirely 
different character from the first one, and was mostly grass interspersed with trees, which was pleasant, but not 
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spectacular, to a gardener’s eye.  There was a small garden area, again with roses being the main feature, but it was 
nothing special.  There were teachers and school children doing physical education activities in an area near the 
children’s playground as we walked by. 
 
 
 
 
The park did have something special, 
though.  As we walked along the path by 
the river, and rounded a bend, we were 
met with an unexpected and delightful  
display of water lilies. 
 
There were several distinct and separate  
clumps covering the water like a green mat,  
with each having a different coloured flower. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had a great time, and recommend a visit to Mudgee.  If you like wine, there are many wineries to visit as well. 
Wine and roses, a classic combination.  An added bonus is there are no traffic lights, just a couple of roundabouts. 
 
 

Minutes of Committee Meeting 
Held on Thursday 1st November, 2081 

At “Tebbutt Room”, Deerubbin Centre, George Street, Windsor 
 

Commenced:  1.00 pm 
Present:  Jill Storrie, John Jones, Louise Johnson, Pat Berry, Helen Potts 
Apologies:  Ann Chilman, Judy Rosier, Susan Fennelly 
 
Minutes of October meeting: moved John Jones 
Treasurer’s report:  moved John Jones seconded Pat Berry 
 
Correspondence 
Gosford Open Gardens 
Fuschia Gardens, Lawson, 10th November 
Macleay Valley Travel Pty. Ltd. tours for 2019 
GCA Annual Report 
 
New Members 
We have four new members:  Zbigniew Mathszewski, Cathy Delaney, Dawn Sallmayer, Ruth Knight (apologies for 
any misspellings). 
 
October Meeting 
The October meeting was held at the garden of Elizabeth Teo.  Due to the rain, there was a small attendance, but all 
who went had an enjoyable afternoon. 
 
Tuesday 30th October, 2018 
This day was allocated for a club visit to Penrith Regional Gallery & Lewers’ Bequest.  A small contingent from the 
club started with morning tea at the onsite café, then had a lovely time strolling through the garden.  The Gallery 
exhibits were offbeat, and confronting, to say the least – we didn’t linger. 
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Christmas Lunch 
To be held at The Village Kitchen, Kurrajong on 6th December, 2018.  Members who haven’t yet booked their place 
should see John, who will happily take your money.  Cost $22.00.  Arrive 11.30. 
 
Spring Garden Competition 
Our donation of $100.00 to the Spring Garden Competition was won by Ebenezer Public School. 
Congratulations to Elizabeth Teo, who won a Highly Commended in the Seniors’ Garden category.   
 
Donations 
Our donation to the Lions Club of $500.00 for drought relief was sent to farmers at Geurie, near Dubbo. 
A second donation of $500.00 was approved:  moved Helen Potts, seconded John Jones.  This donation will go to 
farmers at Collarenebri. 
 
Hawkesbury Council 
The Council has requested an update to the data base, Jill to follow up. 
Tebbutt Room will no longer be free of charge.  Room hire will be $10.00 commencing 2019. 
 
Annual Plant Sale Day  
The 2018 Sale was discussed.  Despite the severe frosts this winter, we had enough plants for the day, and made a 
healthy $342.00 profit.  Unsold plants were donated to the Library.  The Stan Stevens room worked much better than 
the Tebbutt Room, and was easier to clean up afterwards.  It was decided not to include large pots and 
books/magazines next year, as they did not sell. 
 
Jill to update publicity for garden club meetings. 
GCA garden calendars for 2019 are now available for $10.00 each – see John. 
If anyone knows a member who is unwell, and would appreciate a card from the club, please see Judy Rosier. 
 
Irene Smith wrote an article about her life as a midwife, which was published in the Hills to Hawkesbury magazine.  
Well done Irene! 
 
2019 Calendar 
 
The Stan Stevens Room has been booked for our next Plant Sale, to be held on Thursday 4th April, 2019 (in place of 
our April meeting).   We can start thinking about propagating to have plants ready for April.  The Sale will be open to 
the public from 1.00 pm, to attract more customers, with committee members and volunteers arriving at 10 am to set 
up. 
 
The June meeting will be titled “Your Favourite Garden”.  Members are asked to email photos of their favourite 
garden to John.  It could be their own garden, a friend’s, or a garden they have visited.  Photos can be brought to the 
meeting if members cannot email them. 
 
Ideas for guest speakers and club outings will be discussed at an upcoming committee meeting to plan the Club Events 
Calendar for 2019.  Any suggestions for a club visit or speaker would be appreciated - please talk to a committee 
member who will pass them on. 
 
Meetings at members’ gardens are always enjoyable, and afford members an opportunity to get to know each other 
better in a more relaxed atmosphere.  If any members would like to host a meeting in their garden next year, please 
talk to a committee member who will be only too happy to arrange it. 
 
Closed for general meeting. 
 

General Meeting 
 
Commenced:  2.00 pm 
Members present: 20 
Apologies:  Ann Chilman, Judy Rosier, Susan Fennelly, Betty Noordhuis, Di Edwards, Chesne Jones. 
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Jill Storrie chaired the meeting in the President’s absence. 
 
Members were reminded to read the monthly newsletter, to keep informed of Club business, meetings etc.  
 
On behalf of members, Jill expressed thanks and appreciation to: 
 
John for his diligence in producing our well set out newsletter each month.  
Malcolm Tidman for providing us with afternoon tea each meeting.   
 
Two new members were welcomed to their first meeting with the club:  Ruth Knight and Dawn Sallmayer.   
 
Also welcomed to the meeting was Elizabeth Teo’s sister, Angela, who is visiting from England.  Angela 
accompanied Elizabeth to the club outing to Penrith last Tuesday. 
 
A “Show and Tell” followed – members brought flowers from their gardens to talk about.   
 
The meeting closed for afternoon tea at 2.30 pm. 
 
 Mirva from Mr. Fothergills arrived with a selection of bulbs for sale at substantially reduced prices 
 

Financial Statement for November 2018 
Balance as at 1 November 2018     $ 4415.12 
Income 
Membership      $   50.00 
Christmas Party      $   198.00 
GCA Calendars      $  30.00 
Trading Table      $   1.00      $   279.00 

$ 4694.12 
Expenditure 
Richmond Lions Club (Drought Donation)  $500.00  $   500.00 
 
Balance as at 30 November 2018     $ 4194.12 
 

Garden Club Meeting Calendar 2019 
Some speakers, subjects, and venues may be changed. 

December 6  (2018) Christmas Party 12.00 noon the Village Kitchen, Kurrajong - Have you booked? 
February 7 Jason Murphy, Waste Education Officer, Hawkesbury City Council.  The Compost 

Revolution, the role councils play and the benefits to home gardeners. 
March 7 TBA 
April 4 Open Day – Plant Sale 
May 2 Visit to the Secret Garden, Richmond  
We meet at 2.00 p.m. in the Tebbutt Room, Deerubbin Centre 300 George Street, Windsor unless otherwise 
stated. . Visit our website: http://macquarietownsgardenclub.wordpress.com  

 

 

McGrath’s Hill Florist 
Specialising in Weddings, Roses always available, 

Arrangements, Gift baskets, Helium Balloons, Bouquets 
Open 364½ Days a Year 

8 am to 7 pm Mon - Sat 9 am - 5 pm Sun & Public Hols 
All major credit cards accepted over the phone 

Local Deliveries (7 Days) Worldwide Deliveries (Interflora) 
Paul & Elizabeth Fraser 

Peppertree Centre     3A/211 Windsor Road, McGraths Hill 2756 
Phone (02) 4577 5863 www.mcgrathshillflorist.com.au Fax (02) 4587 8663 

 


