
Up the Garden Path of Garden Club Member Val Anderson 
by Jill Storrie 

Knowing Val’s skill with plants after seeing what she brings to our ‘Plant Table’, I couldn’t wait to take a peek at her 
garden and interview her for our publicity for the Garden Club Open Day in April. 
 
Val’s comment as we made our way to her verandah and onwards, to her shade house: “I’ve got a few plants….” What 
an understatement! They line her deck, all the pathways, (both sides), and they fill every available air space in her 
large shade house.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is a testament to her tenacity that she somehow manages to pot, re-pot, propagate and nurture so many healthy 
plants, despite her age (86 going on 87) and fractured vertebra and heart issues. So how does she do it? Firstly, she 
likes a challenge and constantly keeps an eye out for candidates on which to work her magic. Anyone on our garden 
visit to Rookwood will know that she keeps a little handy pair of scissors in her handbag, and a bag for cuttings too.  
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Meeting 7th March 2019 
Changed Venue          Changed Subject and Speaker  
We are meeting in the Stan Stevens Studio Next to the Tebbutt Room in the Deerubbin Centre. 

The Speaker is Kerry Pearce.   He will be speaking on two subjects Herbs and Propagation  
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Up the Garden Path Cont. 
Her favourite propagation technique is to dip the shoot in honey. No rules apply here – no fussing over woody bits, or 
green bits, or prescribed lengths, she just has a go, and generally it works! She has a shelf with a baby bath and tips a 
pot that needs re-potting sideways to empty it, and has the heavy potting mix bag at hand ready for the job. Big strong 
arms earned as a banana grower near Coffs Harbour, lifting 90kg boxes of bananas some 30 years ago, have held her 
in good stead, although it might explain her back issues! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
She carefully showed me that while some plants re-shoot, or have ‘babies’ from the outside of the plant, some have their 
babies on the inside, and are ripe for the picking to become a new plant. With no formal horticultural training, 
observation and learning on the job, plus Stirling Macoboy’s “What Flower is That?”, are keys to her success. 
 
Val’s favourite plants are roses, but cacti and succulents fascinate her. The euphorbia is one such – spiky, cranky, but 
always flowering. The diversity of plants she has is astounding, with hippeastrums, canna lilies, geraniums, Hoyas, and 
pots hanging off a number of weird totems, such as a chopped down palm tree, which has found new life as a plant 
stand.  
 
According to Val, all plants need is ‘a bit of TLC and a good talking to now and then’. I’m sorry to say that that hasn’t 
always worked for me! I’m looking forward to our Open Day to see what she brings along. 
 
June Meeting - My Favourite Garden 
 
Do you have a favourite garden?  Do you have photos of it? If so, you are encouraged to participate in My Favourite 
Garden at our meeting on 6th June 2019 when members will be showing photos of their favourite garden on the screen 
and telling those present why the garden is their favourite. 
 
We would like to see as many members as possible participate in showing photos of and telling us about their favourite 
gardens.  However, there may be members who only have photographic prints etc they would like to show rather than 
the files such as those produced by digital cameras and mobile phones etc that produce electronically the images 
projected onto the screen.  I am willing to scan these prints to produce the digital files for this event.  This needs to be 
done some time beforehand so if you want to avail yourself of my offer please don’t leave it to the last minute  
 
The digital files to be used on the day should be copied onto a USB flash drive which is identified. The photos could be 
in a short “Powerpoint” Presentation.  .      John Jones 



Macquarie Towns Garden News 
March 2019   Page  3   

 
Open Day Top Up 

We’re happy to report that Alexander Greentree is once again coming to the Open Day on April 4, and Mirva from Mr 
Fothergill’s seeds is coming along too!  
 
Please note that the new time is 1.00pm to 3.30pm in the Stan Stevens Room of the Library (as last year). Paddle pop 
sticks for labelling your plants will be available at this month’s meeting. 
 
Drop off time for your plants is from 10.30, and there will be people waiting with trolleys in the car park underneath the 
Library so that you can drop and go without too much trouble, and return again at 1pm.  
 
We hope you can support this venture – our fourth one – which has helped us attract new members and raised our profile 
in the community.  
 

Gardening Tips 
 
Do you have any Gardening Tips?  Why not drop John a note for the next issue?  Here’s just a couple: 
 

 Pour boiling water on oxalis. You may need to do it a few times. (From a recent Gardening Australia 
program) 

 
 Use Zero on onion weed when it is in flower to have more impact. Don’t disturb the corms!  

 
Growing up in a Plant Nursery  by John Jones 

 
I was born in the part of Gladesville that is in the leafy Municipality of Hunters Hill. It was just before the start of 
World War II.  My father was an aeronautical engineer who was then working at James N Kirby & Co. at 
Camperdown where he was in charge of the production of munitions until he retired in early 1946.   
 
My parents had been talking about having a plant nursery for some time. So soon after Dad retired they rented the 
premises next to the Hunters Hill Hotel and commenced trading.  Dad had propagated a range of plants to sell but 
found that a much greater range was required.  So he commenced purchasing stock from the large wholesale nurseries 
amd reselling it at a modest profit whilst continuing his efforts in propagating mostly Azaleas, Camelias and some 
Conifers.  After about 12 months trading my parents found that the business was not sufficiently profitable to sustain 
our small family of three resulting in Dad returning to paid employment as a fitter and turner, a trade in which he had 
considerable skills. Mum continued to run the nursery five and one half days a week. I caught the bus to school in the 
morning but as the nursery was only about half a kilometre from school I walked to the nursery after school.  Then 
after Mum closed the nursery for the day we caught the bus home.  After a couple of years my parents moved the 
nursery to our home from where it continued to trade until we moved to the Hawkesbury in 1954. 
 
As Dad was working five days a week he only had Saturday when he could pick up stock and deliver items to the 
customers.  Sometimes he drove to work at Camperdown so that he could pick up stock from the wholesale nurseries 
in the Fivedock area on the way home. 
 
Dad’s car was a 1926 Willys Overland.  It had a canvas hood, running boards along either side and what we now call 
the boot was obviously intended to accommodate a Dicky Seat.  The car had been the demonstrator model and had 
been involved in car racing and was definitely not a standard model as any driver taking Dad on would find out.   
 
The containers for nursery stock were considerably different to those of today. The wholesale seedling nurseries raised 
their seedlings in glass houses where flower and vegetable seeds were sown in very large but shallow trays of loam. 
These rested on benches at a convenient height for handling.  When the young seedlings  had grown to a size at which 
they could be handled easily they were removed from the germinating trays and “pricked out” into seedling boxes.  
The boxes were made of wood and were 12 inches [300 mm] square by 3 inches [75 mm] deep.  This size meant that 
if a seedling was placed at each intersection of the gridlines in a grid of one inch [25 mm]square drawn on the surface 
of the soil in these boxes there would be 100 seedlings fitting comfortably into each box.  When the seedlings had 
grown enough they were placed in shade houses to harden before sale.  
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Retail sales of seedlings were usually by the box or loosely by dozens or half dozens. The smaller quantities of 
seedlings were removed from the box  with as much of the soil in which they were growing as possible and placed in a 
container folded from newspaper to form a shape like a modern punnett but with much higher sides. 
 
At other nurseries small, recently propagated shrubs etc were potted in 4 inch [100 mm ] terracotta pots.  Used pots 
were washed thoroughly and used again.  Plants too big for pots were planted in plum or prune tins  These containers 
were 180 mm high by 150mm in diametre and originally contained fruit and /or fruit juice such as preserved prunes, 
the apple filling for apple pies and slices and pineapple as rings, pieces, crushed or juice.  The next size container was 
the egg tin which was slightly larger than half the size of a kerosene tin. These originally contained frozen egg pulp 
which the cake shops used instead of fresh eggs.  Cake shops and other catering establishments used large quantities 
of the contents of both plum and egg tins and usually had an arrangement with a local nursery to collect the empty tins 
each week.  Last there were kerosene tins with which most of us are  familiar.  Drainage holes were punched in the 
bottom the sharp edges had to be hammered flat before use. 
 
Dad made good use of the features of his car when transporting plants. The boxes of seedlings and small pot plants 
were placed in the “boot” the floor of which comprised a reasonably large flat area. The plants in tins particularly Egg 
and Kerosene tins were placed on one or both running boards and tied on with rope. Mum referred to it as the 
travelling forest.  I wonder if Dad would get away with it today? 
 
I enjoyed accompanying my father on Saturdays.  There was always something to see.  At first we used to pick up 
seedlings from Mackie Bros at Croydon.  They were a delightful Scots family.  When they retired the seedlings came 
from Craigies at Mascot.   Their nursery adjoined the aerodrome and it was quite exciting looking through the fence to 
watch the aeroplanes landing and taking off.  We rarely went there as as they had a truck and usually delivered the 
seedlings to us. 
 
It is interesting to think about where these trade nurseries were and the people involved.  Smarts had a very large 
nursery surrounded by market gardens in what is now called Macquarie. Young’s Dahlias was not far away on Epping 
Road.  Then there was Mr Sonter at North Epping who specialised in Australian natives and was very successful in 
raising Christmas Bush using coke breeze instead of soil. He was a victim of polio and walked around on his knees.  
We often visited Dad’s widowed cousin who with her son and daughter had a wholesale nursery at Normanhurst.  
Two nurseries at Fivedock tended to specialise in indoor plants particularly ornamental ferns in hanging baskets which 
they sold at Paddy’s Market each Friday.  Another nursery at Fivedock was owned by a Mr Betts who sold it to a Mr 
Pike who moved it to Ermington where it became a very large business specialising in indoor plants and accessories in 
the 1960s and early 1970s.  
 
The highlight of the nursery “year” for me was in the Christmas holidays when Dad drove us to Mount Irvine to visit 
the nursery owned by another part of the Smart family to view the range of conifers and deciduous trees they were 
growing in open ground.  During the winter months when dormant these plants which were from half a metre to a 
metre and a half high would be dug up to fill orders and they were consigned “bare rooted” by rail to various locations 
throughout Australia.  “Bare rooted” means that all of the  soil was washed from the roots of the freshly dug plants 
when removed from the ground, all of the soil then was washed from the roots which were then coated with wet, very 
thick, and very sticky liquid red clay.  The plants in the consignment were then bundled and tied together. Straw that 
had been soaked in water was then placed around the roots which were then wrapped in thich waterproof paper 
followed by a layer or two of a thick paper like sheet that had been used in the casting of the type used in printing the 
Sydney Morning Herald or similar papers.  This wrapping usually covered most if not all of the length of the parcel.  
A layer of dried Cumbungi leaves and stalks running lengthwise was then  placed around the parcel and tied in place.  
The parcel or at least the bottom half was wrapped in thick brown paper and tied with heavy string.  The rose and fruit 
tree nurseries around Carlingford and elsewhere used these methods for raising and consigning their stock.  
 
 The school I attended from 4th class to 2nd year was located half way between Chatswood and Artarmon Stations. As  
the consignments of this type to my parents were usually single parcels and not heavy I would walk to Chatswood 
Station after school, pick up the parcel from the parcels office.The journey home involved a bus ride for most of the 
way followed by a walk of about a kilometre. 
 

Minutes of Committee Meeting Held on Thursday 7 February, 2019 
At “Tebbutt Room”, Deerubbin Centre, George St. Windsor 

Present:  Ann Chilman, Judy Rosier, Jill Storrie, Susan Fennelly, Pat Berry, Louise Johnson, Helen Potts  
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Apologies: John Jones 
Commenced: 1.00 pm 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes   accepted:  Moved - Pat Berry  Seconded -Susan Fennelly 
 
Treasurer’s Report  John Jones accepted:   Moved - Louise Johnson 
 
Ann commented on John’s amazing efforts with this month’s newsletter, thanked him for producing and circulating it 
under difficult circumstances. 
 
Firming up the Calendar 
 
March – Judy and Ann’s Tasmanian photos.  
 
April - Open Day (see below). Susan Fennelly will be our Co-ordinator once again. 
 
July - Jill to ask Murray Hook, who was an excellent speaker last year. 
August – AGM and Garden Club Birthday Celebrations. Brian Dunston has agreed to assist with information. Ann to 
liaise with Library about putting historical memorabilia in a special display. There will be a planning meeting at Ann’s 
in March to discuss details. 
 
September - Meeting will be at the home of Jill Storrie at Wilberforce. 
 
October - Proposal for a ‘Propagation Masterclass’ using the talents of our own members. Jill to book Stan Stevens 
Room because of potting mix etc. 
 
November - Louise has confirmed Barbara Cooper, a fuschia grower from Hazelbrook. 
 
Outings – yet to be confirmed 
Tuesday 30 April tbc 
Helen has made further enquiries re visit to Elizabeth Farm at Parramatta. The charge for a guided tour is $11pp, with a 
min of $110. Ann to ask the meeting whether $11 on top of bus fare of $20 is too much. Numbers are a factor.  Ann 
thanked Helen for all her efforts with enquiries.  It was decided to delay a decision on Parramatta trip until after Ann 
has spoken to the members.  
 
Ann and Jill to ask Brian and Wendy Dunston whether the Club could visit their garden at Kurrajong on April 30. 
 
Tuesday 30 July tbc  
Fagan’s Park, Galston? We can meet at Geranium Cottage, Glenorie for morning tea and then have a BYO picnic lunch 
at Fagan’s Park. (Camellia Grove is unable to provide a speaker.  It has only a small nursery and the café is closed that 
day.)  Louise will enquire about cost of a bus. 
 
Open Day  
Susan to speak to today’s meeting with the member’s handout setting out details, including new start time of 1pm. 
Committee to arrive at 9am.  Members can drop off plants from 10.30.  Trolleys will meet them and courier the plants 
to the Stan Stevens Room.  Catering – the committee asked whether there are any other volunteers who might bring 
along some sandwiches or the like.  Judy’s sandwiches were much appreciated last year. 
  
Speakers 
Jill has made enquiries with Wentworth Falls GC about the Garden Design speaker they had last year. She was paid 
$100. They have a huge number of attendees (70-100 each month) and pay $5 for morning tea and can readily afford 
the fee.  In light of our Club’s limited membership, it was decided to proceed as we have in the past with a small 
appropriate gift. 
 
Invoices 
Discussion of fee to charge our two advertisers.  It was agreed to an increase from $40 to $50.  Jill to send them out. 
Room hire 
Jill has paid the annual fee of $10 to the Library. 
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Meeting closed at 2pm for the general meeting of the Club 
 
Ann welcomed everyone to our first meeting of the year.  
 
Guest speaker, Justin Murphy from Hawkesbury City Council, spoke about Council’s waste management program, 
and how they can assist us with compost, worm farms etc.  
 
Afternoon tea was once again prepared by our valiant Afternoon Tea Convenor, Malcolm Tidman.  
 
25 people attended the meeting, with 7 new faces we hope to see next month as we travel through Tasmania with the 
Rosiers! 

Garden Club Calendar 2019 
Some speakers, subjects and venues may be changed 

March 7 Kerry Pearce – Herbs and Plant Propagation  
April 4 Open Day at the Library 1.00 p.m. - 3.30 p.m.  Help needed from 9.00 a.m. 
April 30 Visit Brian and Wendy Dunston’s garden at Kurrajong 
May 2 Visit to Secret Garden and monthly meeting 
June 6 My Favourite Garden Photographs of Member’s favourite gardens.  See page 2  
July 4 TBA 
July 30 Visit to Fagan Park 
August 1 Annual General Meeting and Macquarie Towns Garden Club 125 Years Birthday Party 
September 5 Visit Jill Storrie’s Garden at Wilberforce and monthly meeting 
October 3 Propagation Master Class 
October 29 Bus trip to Auburn Botanical Gardens TBC 
November 7 Barbara Cooper – Fuchsias. 
December 5  Christmas Party details to be advised 

We meet 2.00 p.m. in the Tebbutt Room in the Deerubbin Centre, 300 George Street, Windsor unless otherwise stated 
Visit our website http://macquarietownsgardenclub.wordpress.com 
 
There is no financial report this month 

McGrath’s Hill Florist 
Specialising in Weddings, Roses always available, 

Arrangements, Gift baskets, Helium Balloons, Bouquets 
Open 364½ Days a Year 

8 am to 7 pm Mon - Sat 9 am - 5 pm Sun & Public Hols 
All major credit cards accepted over the phone 

Local Deliveries (7 Days) Worldwide Deliveries (Interflora) 
Paul & Elizabeth Fraser 

Peppertree Centre     3A/211 Windsor Road, McGraths Hill 2756 
Phone (02) 4577 5863 www.mcgrathshillflorist.com.au Fax (02) 4587 8663 

 

 Office Bearers & Committee Members 2018-19 
President    Ann Chilman    4588 8651  annchilman@hotmail.com  
Vice President    Judy Rosier   9643 5116  saltscene@bigpond.com  
Secretary  ` Jill Storrie   4575 3858  ardlui3@bigpond.net.au  
Treasurer    John Jones   4579 6061  johnnchesne@bigpond.com  
Members    Pat Berry   4573 1532  patriciaberry1@bigpond.com     

Susan Fennelly  4575 4095  susanmfennelly@gmail.com     
Louise Johnson  4588 5717  stephenandlouise@bigpond.com     
Helen Potts  4577 9950 

Afternoon Tea Convenor  Malcolm Tidman 
 


